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MONOGRAPH ON AGE AT MARRIAGE IN INDIA 


Section I: Introduction 


Scope of the Monograph 


io Research on nuptiality in terms of age at marriage has 

been relatively feeble in India, despite the seciologists 

viewing an increase in age at marriage as an instrument of 

emancipation of women and the demographers considering it 

as a policy intervention 'beyond family planning! to reduce 

fertility and the rate of population growth! (Bacdrud Duza 

and Stephen Basiigiins 1977). Jones (1978) has observed that 

nuptiality and possible ways to influence it are among the 

most neglected areas of social science research related to 

populaticn in South-Zast and Bast Asia. Part of the 

problem, perhaps, is that we tend to overlook or neglect 

some of the basic ways in which age at marriage is important! - 

particularly its relationship with fertility and mortality. 

Indeed, the early demographic transition from high to low 

fertility of nany countrics in the West has been characterized 

by a reducticn in nuptiality in terms of both the components: 
(14) age at marriage and 


(ai) the proportion married at different ages (Coalec,1974; 
Hajnal, 1965) 


Kingsley Davis (1963) has alluded to the crucial role of marital 
postponerient as part of a tmultiphasic response! towards 


lowering fertility in many countrics, 


tn 4 
2. Perhaps, the relative noglect of age at marriage research 
could be because 'today, ago at marriage is less important than 
it used to be in determining how many children a couple will 
have because the deliberate use of modern mothods of birth 
control has become the single most important factor on a world- 
wide basis in determining family size! (Population Reports,ML, 
1979). But as the Population Reports 1979 goes on to say 
‘Nevertheless the age at which peoplo marry will be particularly 
important for the next two decades bccause by 1990, there will 
be more than one billion young people of marriageable age = 
roughly 15-29 years old —- in tke devcloping countrics,. he 
decisions they make on marriage and child bearing will detormine 
ths pace of population growth for years to come. For countries 
that are trying to reach a balance between population and 
resources, policies that encourage this younger generation to 
postpone marriage will also encourage them to limit fertility 
aftor marriage and will contribute on a continuing basis to 
economic and social devclopmont!, : 


3. This viow is apt for India, since 


(i) according to the Medium Variant Population 
Projection made by the Registrar General,India(1984), 
there would be 240 million people in the age group 
15=29 by 1991 = almost a quartor of the global total 


in this age group; and 


(ii) What is even more staggering is that there are nearly 
300 million in the ago-group 0-14 already born who 
would be entering the marriage market before the close 


of this century. 
Also, it would be more meaningful to considor the number in the 


age group 10-24 who would be ontering the marriage market by 1991. 


WW 


This group comprises 263 millions with 127 million fomales 
(Table 50). 

ae The study by Badrud Duza and Stephen Baldwin on nuptiality 
and Population Policy (Population Council, New York, 1977), 
identifies the major determinants of age at first marriages in 

a cross-country analysis comprising Tunisia, Sri Lanka and 
Malaysia and the extent of their manipulability through specific 
policy mcasures in othor ccuntrics. Though the nexus between 
fertility and nuptiality observed by them is likely to be | 
affected by the increasing rate of contraception in devcloping 
countries during the last docade, their study provides several 
rescarch leads on the subjoct. 

5e In the current Indian context, a cctailed study cf the 

age at marriage is important from policy and programme angles. 
'Thne age at which women marry is an important factor in 
population growth. The reason is obvious: marriage often 
represents the socially sanctioned initiation of sexual 
activity and child-bearing for women. Fer men, in addition 

to assuring convenient access to sexual rolations, marriage 
constitutes a commitment to support the children born as a result 
of sexual activity' (Population Reports,M4, 167%). India is 
still a society characterized by carly and universal marriage - 
a non-narital transition socicty as it were. Further since the 
contraception level is still low in all the states in the tHindi 


belt!, the marital variables have a definite role to play in 
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Figure 1 


Analytical framework for assessing, (he impact of development and population policies on fertility 


Public policies 


Public policies 
concerning population 


: ——E—E—E———E___ 
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Indirect or backyround determinants 
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level 


Community 
level: 


Proximate determinants: 


Poverty : 
y Marriage, contraceptive use, 
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postpartum infecundability 
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Infant 


Social services 
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Source: "The Iipact of "evelopment, and Population Policies on 
Jain, Senior Associate and “eputy "irector of 
fork §=61985. 


in India" Anrudh 


International Programs, The "opulation Council, .New ‘ 


Pertility 


a a 


reducing fortility. Apart fron the demographic consequences, 

it is also necessary to study the non-démographic implications 
of age at marriage for health, wolfare and the 'snowball! 
effects of rostructuring fonmale roles in socictye 

6. Also, we have the legislation (Anendnent to Child Marriage 
Restraint Act, 1978) which has not produced the expected impact 
and thus poses the question whether a mere legislation on age at 
marriage could be effective without the background of social 
development. Though legislation is a deliberate attempt by the 


Indian Government, an impressive increase in age at marriage 


was secured by Malaysia* and Sri Lanka* through social development 


without legislation (Duza and Baldwin, 1977). In the Indian 
context, it merits cxamination whether the feeble progress in 
raising the age at marriage, particularly in the rural areas; 
is due to 'social powerlessness! of young girls charactoriscd 
by social seclusion anc social dependence. An obvious question 
is whether there are viable alternatives to early marriage in 
rural areas? Since marriages in the Dravidian culture (South 
India and Sri Lanka) cre at higher ages, there is also the 
cultural aspect whether early marriage (child marriage in 
particular) is an Aryan Culture. No doubt, one of the difficul- 
ties in ago at marriage research is the conceptual problem 
arising from the timo gap betwoon tho age at marriage and the 
age at cohabitation (consummation or gauna) and the prevaicnt 


system of marriage which probably rogquires that the groom is 


ee 


* Malaysia reported legislation in 1977 and Sri Lanka in 1979. 
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five years older than the bride thereby creating a squeeze in 
the marriage markot affocting tho girls (sce Table 1). An 
analysis of this 'marriage squcoeze! is called for... 

7e For the family planning policy makers and demographors, 
the study of age at marriage is important because according 

to Bongaarts (1982) the four proximate variables affocting 
fertility are : marriage, contraception, induced abortion and 
postpartun infecuncability. These proximato determinants are 
in turn influenced by various cconomic social, cultural and 
environnental factors that make up the indirect or background 
determinants of fortility. The analytical framework suggested 
by Jain (1985) distinguishes three types of factors that affect 
fertility : proximate determinants, indirect or background 


determinants and public policies. Figure 1 brings out these 


links vividly. 


Organization 


&. This Monograph seeks to examine these issues in ago at 
marriage based on available data and literature. Though the 
Monograph is general in its title, for obvious reasons the 
foous is more on female age at marriage. The Monograph is 
divided into Seven Sectionse Following the Introduction, 
Section IZ presents a status picture on age at marriage in all 
its aspects of location, religion, education and employment. 
Section III attempts to delineate the correlates derived fron 


Macro analysis and doterminants fron Micro or houscholdc approach, 


_* 


: ae 
while Section IV describos tho demographic and hoalth consoquon= 
ces and the relationship with contraception and status of women. 
Section V is devoted to the cxamination of the Legislation and 
Section VI traces the likely nuptiality trends in the rost of 
the century. Finally Section VII recommends sonc measures to 
increase the age at marriage for fenales. 


9. While the individual sources cf the material are listed in 


the Bibliography, the more important sources are 3 


(i) Report on Census, 1981 issued by the Registrar 
General, India - 


(a) Key Population Statistics based on 5 per cont 
Sample Data Paper-2 of 1983; 

(b) Report & Tables based on 5 por cont Samplo 
Data Part-II — Special; 

(c) Population Projections for India 1981-2001 
Paper-I of 1984, 


(ii) Special Topic Monograph on Age at Marriage and 
Fertility issucd through Populaticn Reports, M4, 
November 1979, Tne Johns Hopkins Univorsity. 
(iii) Nuptiality and Population Policy by M Badrud Duza 
and C Stephen Baldwin, The Population Council, 
New York, 1977. 
(iv) Series of papers on age at marriage by Dr P H Reddy ek ab 
ek @€ ai Population Certro, Bangaloroi 
(v) Paper ontitled "Health and Demographic Consequences 
of Barly Marriase and Fertility" by Rani Chhabra 
et al (1986), Familiy Planning Foundation, India. 
(vi) Series of papers on Ago at Marriage by Dr R K Sinha 
et al (1986), Intornaticnal Institute of Bopulation 
Sciences, Bombay. 
(vii) Series of papers on Ago at Marriage in Uttar Fradesh 
by Dr J N Srivastava(1982), Population Resoarch 
Centre, Lucknow. 
(viii) Marriago and Family in India by Kapadia (1966), 
Oxford University Press, Dolni. 


Cee 8 


Section II ; Description of tho Status 


Measures of age at marriage 
10. The aspects that would be cxamined in this Section are 
the mean and median age at marriage, the trends and differentials 


by rural - urban, religion, cducaticn and employment: 


1i.e Table i gives the trends in mean age at marriage for males 
and females since the turn of the century. It may be observed 


that (also sce Figure 2); 


(i) Mean age at marriage of males and females has been 
historically low in India and for the decade 1971-81, 
it was 23.4 yoars for males and 18.4 for females. 


(ii) For males, the increase started in the 50s and for 

females in tie 40s but curing tho eighty years the 
increase was only 3 years for males and 5.4 years 
for females. 


(iii) The females marry males who are older by 5 years 
| (The effect of this definite cultural practice on 
the marriage market is discussed in Section III). 


{iv) The basic logislation regarding minimum age enacted 

. in 1929 and its Amendments had no palpable effect 
on age at marriage of fenales though it has 
influenced the male age at marriage. 


In order to bring out the diffcrcntials, it is advantageous 
to use the median age at marriage which is the age by which 


balf of the currently married women were marricde 


'12. . Table 2A gives tke median age at marriage for females 


according to their religion. It is observod that ; 


(i) At the national level, haif of the rural women were 
marricd by the age of 16 years in 1961, compared with 
15.3 years in 1971. In the urban aroas, the medians 
were highor at 17.4 in 1981 compared with 16.5 in 1971. 
(ii) Hindu and Muslim womon had a lower median age of 159 
in rurel aroas while tho Christians and Sikhs recorded 
1S yearse 


(142) Rural-urban differentials in median age at marriage are 
marked among Hindus and Muslims but not so among 


Christians and Sikhs. 
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Table 2B givos tho porcentago distribution of Cver marriod 
wonicn by age group and religion in 1981, ‘fo see that ; 
(i) Anong Hindus anda Muslins rospectively 1.9 per cent 
and 1.5 per cent of the ever Married women were 


bolow 15 years, while anong Christians ana Sikhs, 
the proportion was negligible, 


(42) Also the peak marital Group for rural Girls anong 
Hincus and Muslims is 20-24, while for Christians 
and Sikhs, it is 25-29. 
Ls«  Tabiso 3 brings out the education Cifferentiais in the 
median ase at marriage of currently marriod wolicne It is scen 
that ; 


(i) The modian age increases by 6 years from 
illiteracy to graduate level, 


(414i) The median age increases gradually with the level 
of education both in the rural and urban areas, 


(244) A level of female education atleast upto the 
middle is strongly indicated as a requirenent, 
if the legal nininun age of 18 yoars is to be 
acnicved,. 
14. Another measure of age at mMarriase used by the Registrar 
General, Incia is tho Singulate Mean Ase at Marriaze (SiMam) 
derived by applying Hajnal's method (Hajnal, 1953) to the data 
On proportion singic by age Eroupe Tablo 4 bringsout the 
statewisc differentials in ago at marriage (SMAM).: It is 
observed that ; 
(1) The SMAM for fomales is five years lower than that 
of malcs. 


(41) The SMAM for females has increasod from 17.2 years 
in 1971 to 18.3 yoars in 1981. 


(ett) In 1981, the sam for fenalce ranged from 16.1 in 
Rajasthan to 21.9 in Kerala. 


(iv) The Hindi Spoaking estates of Bihar, Haryanc, Madhya 
Pradesh, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh hac a lower 
SMAM than the national average of 18.3 and also 
lower than tho Statutory minimum of 18 ycearse 
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(v) 


(vi ) 


ee > ae 


Rajastian with 16.1 years and Bihar and Madhya 
Pradesh with 16.5 years have a long way to go in 
attaining the statutcry minimum. 


It is significant that Orissa, a relatively poor 
State, had a mean age of 19 years in 1981. 


Proportion Married 


LS 


While the age at marriage data Given in the foregoing 


paragrapns brings out clearly that the age at marriage is 


low in large parts of India relative to the legal minimum 


age 
the 


the 
16. Table 
population. 
(3) 
(ii) 
(444 ) 
17%: Tablo 


of 18 years, the other component of nuptiality, namely 


proportion married, needs to be considered to bring out 


near universality of marriage in India. 


(i) 


5 indicates the broad marital status of the Indian 


it is seen that ; 


The proportion never married has not changed 
between 1971 and 1981. 


The never married males were around 55 per cent 
while the never married females account for 4s 

per cent of their respective population in 1981. _ 
Thus while the majority of mealies in India are nevor 
married, the converse is tho case with the females. 
Despite the sex ratio in the populaticn Showing less 
number of fomales, thts marital behaviour would 
influsncee the marriage market adversely for the 
fenales. 


Among females, the currently married proportions 
are higher in 1981 than in 1971, with a correspond- 
jing recuction in the vroportion of widows. 


6 brings ouvt that: 


The proportion ever marricd rises sharply in th 
rural areas from 7.9 por cont in the age group 
10-14 to 49.7 per cent in the age group 15-19 and 
to 90.1 per cent in the ago group 20-24 making 
marriages universal for rural women in the ago group 
25-29 (sce Figure 3) 
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(41) While noarly 50 per cent of the rural fomalos are 
marricod in the age-group 15-19, tho proportion of 
marricd males is only 15 per cent. 


(iii) In contrast with tio 90 por cent of married fenalcs 
tn the age group 20-24, loss than 50 por cont of 
Males are marricd in this groupe 


(iv) Similar trends aro observed in urban areas. Such 
a trend has implications for a 'marriage squeeze! 
affecting the ‘feasibility! of marriage of young 
sirls. 
18. The Proportion of women marricd in the age group 15-19 is 
regardea as an important index of age at Marriage and is widely 
adoptec in international coriparisonse The reasons for this are 
the concept of age at marriage and the lack of reliability of 
the data. In contrast, the percentage of women ever-niarricd 
at age 15-19 can be gathered more accurately. <A comparative 
picture based on this measure is given in Table 7 which brings 
out that India is one of the developing countrics with a high 
proportion of married females, 44 per cent in 1981 in 15-19 
age.group along with Nepal ane Sengadesh, while Sri Lanka had 
a much lower rate of 7 per cent as oarly as 1975 and Philippines 


a rate of 9 per cent in 1973 when they had no legislation on 


ce 


Mininum Age at Marriage. 

19. <A similar comparison aise cmerges from Table 8 which gives 
the SMAM for selected countriog. India had a SMAM of 1722 for 
females compared with 23.5 in Sri Lanka, 22.8 in Philippines, 
21.9 in Thailand and 244 in Malaysia. No doubt, thoso 


countrics had a head-start. 


20- The trend in the proportion of currently marricd fomalos 
by age group is givon in Table 9, from which wo obscrvo that : 
(i) There is virtually no change in tho proportion 


currently marricd since 1961 which is around 46 
per cent in rural areas and 43 per cont in urban 


arcase 


(ii) 


(224) 


(iv) 


“age ba ar 


There is a substantial reduction in proportion 
married in the younger age group 10-14 fron 

22 per cont in 1961 to 8 por cent in 1931 in 
rural aroas and from 7 por cent to 2 per cont 
in urban aroas. 


In tho ago-group 15-19 also, tho proportion marricd 
has declined from 74 per cent in 1961 to 49 per cent 
in 1981 in rural areas and from 52 per cent to 28 
per cent in urban areas. 


But these trends at younger ages have not affecte 
the near universality of marriage (marital | 
proportion oxcceding 90 per cent) which is attained 
in the age-group 25-29 with 95 per cent married in 
the rural areas and 92 per cent merried in urban 
ArCASe 


Statewise Profile 


21. The Statewise profile of the proporticn married at the 


younger ages is brought out in Table 10. It is observed that ; 


(i) 


(ii) 


(iii) 


(iv) 


(v) 


In the youngest age group 10-14 (the Census not 
recording the marital status below 10 years), theo 
proportion currently married varies from 0.3 per 
cent in Kerala to 18.3 per cent in Rajasthan. 


It is significant that the four Hindi speaking 
States have recorded higher proportions than the 
national average of 6.6 in the age group 10-14 - 
Bihar (10.8), Machya Pracesh (13.1), Rajasthan 
(18.3) and Uttar Pradesh (11.3). 


While the reiatively affluent States of Gujarat, 
Meharasktra and Funjab have recorded low ratos, 

it is significant that Orissa (which is one of the 
poorer States) has recorded only 1.1 per cent 
married females in age 10-14. 


In tne age-group 15-19 also, the four Hindi speaking 
States have recorded moro than 60 per cent married 


x 


compared with the national average of 43.5. 


It is again noteworthy that Orissa has recorded the 
largest decline in marital proportion in the age 
15-19 from 57 per gent in 1971 to 31 por cent in 
1981. 


(vi). Maintaining tho high nuptiality pattern, the Hindi 
speaking States havo attained 'univorsality! in 
marital status in the age-group 20-24 with 93.4 
peor cent in Bihar, 91.7 por cont in Madhya Pradcsh, 
94.7 per cont in Rajasthan and 93.7 per cent in 
Uttar Pracesh. 


(vii) It is also significant that among tho Southern Statos, 
Andhra Pradesh has rocorded relatively higher marital 
proportions : 6.6 per cont in 10714, 56.3 in 15-19 
and 90.4 in 20-24, 

It is abundantly clear from Tables 8 and 9 that the age at 
marriage is low and thore is univorsality of marriage. Also 
the nuptiality transition in tho Hindi-belt has a long way to 
go (both in torms of high proportion married and the low age 


at marriage). 


Absolutc Numbers 


22. Hitherto, we dealt with mainly percentages. In order to 
appreciate the gravity of the nuptiality problem both in terns 
of age at marriage anc the proportion marricd, it would be useful 


to study the actualss These data are presonted in Table 11, 12 
and 13. 


Tabic 11 indicatos that : 


(i) Out of the stock of 137 million fomalcs over-married 
. in tho rural arcas in 1981, noarly &8 million or 64 
per cont were marricd before 18 years (the statutory 
minimum prescribed in 1978). 


(ii) In urban areas, out of 38 million cver-married women 
over 20 million or 54 per cent wore married bofore 
18 ycars. 


(iii) It is significant that oven in the youngest age 10-11 
there were noarly 10 million marriccd. 


(iv) The maximum number of married fomales both in the 
rural and urban areas was in the age group 14-15 = 
nearly 40 millions in rural areas and 8.5 millions 
in urban arcase 


e Tas 


23. Tables 12, and 12B distributes the ever married by age at 
marriage and present age in urban and rural areas respectively. 

It may be noted that in the age group less than 20 years, there 
were 10 million females in rural areas and 1.8 million in urban 
areas who were married before the age of 18 years. A critical 
question is whether tho younger age groups are getting married 
beyond 18 years as a result of exposure to modernisation, 
development and the 1978 legislation prescribing the minimum age 
of 18 years. A further analysis of the 1981 Census data made in 
Table 13 indicates that among tho ever married wor:en of all ages, 
64 per cent were married before the age 18 in rural areas while 
emong the younger womon agecad less than 20 years, the percentage 

is highor at 74. Similarly in urban arcaS, as against 54 per cent 
ever-marriecd before 18 years in all ase groups, the percentage is 
73 for women aged less than 20 years. This indicates that younger 
women are still married off in large numbers before the statutory 
minimum of 18 years. The factors responsiblo for this trend which 
has demographic, health and social implications need to be 


examined both at the macro and micro level, 


Sts A description of the status would not be complete without a 
reference to an important cultural dinension in marriage - 

the 'two-stage! marriage process or the distinction botween 
marriage and cohabitation (consummation or gauna). Table 14a 
gives median age at marriago and cohabitation, A difference of 
0.73 years was observed among Hindus in 1975 while among 
Christians the difference is nogligible. We also see from 
Table 143, that while the ago at marriage has rison from 14.7 

in 1941 to 17.1 in 1971, tho age at cohabitation has changed 


much less. Tue decreasing gap could imply that loss number 


of marriages follow the two-stage proccss, 


25- In sum, tho status picture on ago at Marriago which 


energes from Soction [I is 


(i) 


(ii) 


(iii) 


(iv) 


(v) 


(vi) 


(vii) 


Barly marriace 


fomales marry 
young 


high proportions 
marricd 


universality of 
narriag: 


marriage pattern 
requiring gap 
between spouses 


tardy influence 
of legislation 


nuptiality momentun: 


Over 2.7 million females marrioad 
in the age group 10-14, 


Ssingulate moan age at marriage 
13.3 in 1981 with 64 per cent 
married below the age of 18, 


nearly 50 per cont rural fenales 
ovore-marricd in the age group 
15-19 and 90 por cent in 20-2, 


over 95 per cent rural women and 
91 per cont urban wonen mnarricd, 
in age group 25-29. 


a gap of atleast 5 years in mean 
age at marriage of males and 
fomales. 


with 74 per cent married bofore 
1& years out of over-marricd 
wonen aged less than 20 years. 


in tho form of 263 million people 
in the age group 10-24, who would 
entor the marriage market by 1991. 
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Section TIT ;: Causes, Correlates and Detorminants 


26. In this soction, we propose to examine the factors that 
could be responsible for tho obsorvod trends in nuptiality in 


its three dimensions ; 


(i) age at marriage; 
(ii) proportion marrying; 
and (iii) marital pattorn. 


27. We make a distinction betwoen correlates and determinants. 
Correlates are those factors dorived fron macro-analysis of 
ageregate data, while determinants are based on micro-analysis 
based generally on household data and the application of multiple 
regression technique or multiple classification analysis (MCA) 

to isolate the effects of difforcnt incependent variables. Before 
presenting recent data in these ficlds, it would be worthwhilo 

to examine whether there is a historical basis (which later 


became a tradition) for early marriago for girls. 


Nistorical Basis 


28. Kapadia (1966) in his book on Marriages and Family in India 
quotes Baudhayana Dharmasutra (600-300 BC), 'The father shouid 
give away his daughter while she is still nagrika* through foar 

of her attaining puberty'. ‘It is said in Manusanhita’ 2099¢-1 004D} 
(200BC-100AD) that a man of thirty may marry a girl of twolve 

and a man of twentyfour, a girl of ocight!', Similarly, in the 
Mahabharata (500 BC — 200 AD), the aces of husband and wife 

are said to be thirty and ten or twentyone and seven, ‘Usually, 


a man devoted twelve years to the study of the Vedas which 


eee 


* This word is interpreted as pre-pubcrty. 


: 16; 


he began aftor tho initiation coremony at tho age of eight. 
Accordingly, a man would ordinarily be twonty years! or more 
of ago at the time of marriage.' Wo do not know the usua 
difference botwoen the agos of the husband and wife, but with 
eight or ton as tho age of the bride, it would bo twelve 

yeoers or so, and this is apparently unusual. Tho bride mst 
even on this consiceration be above twelve. Kamasutra, a 
contemporary work roeccrds that a wife should be younger than the 
bridegroom by atleast three years. The way in which this 
difference is referred to suggosts that girls wore not married 
at a tonder agee Fron these, Kapadia concludes 'that from tie 
time of the Dharmasutras, a trend in favour of the marriage 

of girls as soon as they reachod puberty became conspicuous 
theugh one need not postulate early marriage as a practice of 
the day-' 

29. ‘'The Brahmin writors who intendod to raise the moral tone 
of scciscty held up virginity as a virtue in woman and the 
emblem cf a good lady.' 'Onco virginity was rogarded as a 
badge of respectability, it came to be oncouragod as a sign of 
tho clite and an incox to high caste. Consoquontly, marriage 
would be dosired before any scope for suspicion regarding the 
virginity of a girl presonted itself. This explains why girls 
who heave attained puberty are objects of great anxicty and 
caro in the eyes of thoir parents cven today. This cxtolling 
of virginity is a conducive factor in tne contemporary Brehmanik 
trend towards pre-puberty marriage and insistence on it asa 


requisite gualification cf an elite marriage has accelerated 


pre=-puberty marriages anong the Brahmins. Ina socicty well 


graced on the basis of purity and culture traits the tendency 


of the lower groups to initato the pattern of the higher, 


extended the practico of pro=puberty mMarriago as a norm for 


the Hindu Community as a whole!, (Kapadia p143) 


JO. ‘Woman is not fit to be incependent. At every stage in 

hor life, she should be undor tho actiinanco of soneone, her 
father, her husband or son. The idea of marriage was the 
transference of the father's dominion Over her in favour of 

her husband. This transference should lenee take place before 

a girl reached tie age when she micht question it. This was 

an additional factor influencing the ago at marriage.! (Kapadia 
pel42). Though hyperganmy (the practice of a femalo marrying 

a higher status male) was recommended in the Dhnarnmasutras, 

the four castes (Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vaisya and Sudra) were 
regarded as endogamous. This meant the narrowing down of the 
ficlid of selection for a Marriage partner, which in turn impelled 
the father of a girl to avail himsclf of the carlicst opportunity 
of finding any boy for his caughter, if he did not want to run 
the risk of an unsuitable match. Tho village boing more or less 
an isolated unit, this competition to secure a good partner for 


a female child was accentuated! (Kapadia p.145). 


31.The social ideal of monogary also contributed to this 
development towards carly marriage. A further impcotus was 

given to it by attaching social prestige. It was a sign of one's 
child betrothed before she reached the age of puberty. It was 

a matter of price and prestige that one's child was sought after 


et a tender age. Under the operation of these various forces, 


Carly marriages became more popular and with the passing of 
time, tho practice becane so compelling that a departure fron 
it was a matter of social disapproval and even social disgrace. 
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And in the nineteonth century, wo find that Ranakird shna 
Paranahamsa married a girl of six, M G@ Ranade a girl of cight 
and D K Karve a girl of ninco. The religious sontiments which 
the pandits, the leaders of socicty, were even watchful to 
exploit for the continuance of this practice, not only made 
marriage after puberty inconceivable, but helpod the PrOoccss, 
generated by the social forces, of dogeonerating pre-puberty 
marriages into infant marriago (Kapadia p.146).- Reformers 
lixe Raja Ram Mohan Roy and Ishvarchandra Vidyasagar fought 
against this practice which resulted in the Indian Fenal Goce 
of 1860 deciaring consummation whon the wife was below ten 
years as rape and prescribed punishment extending to 
transportation for life'. 'Tho law of rape posed for the 
first time the problem of infant marriage in its grim reality.! 
With the Hindu wife hardly in a position to avail of this law 
it would appear to have been ineffcctual though it paved the 
way for fixing the ago at marriace at a later date. (Kapadia 9.147}. 
p-147). The first beginnings in this respect were made in the 
enlichtened states of Mysore (1984) by prescribing the minimun 
age of 9 and Baroda (1904) going a step further and prescribing 


twelve as the minimum age. 


32- it would be clear from tke comprehensive account of 
Kapadia that carly marriage (isc. pre-puberty) in India 
among Hindus is a historical tradition and that age of 
consummation or cohabitation was subdject to legal constraints 


in the middle of the Ninctcenth Century. 
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33. Reddy (1985) has also attempted a historical explanation 
for early marriage in India. 'Tt must be remembered that until 
recently, mortality rate was very high in India with death-rate 
close to the birth-rate and with an expectation of life at 
birth (e°) Of about 20 years at tho beginning of the present 
century. With high mortality affecting not only children but 
also adults there was a tendency among adults to ensure 
survival of some of their offsprings by marrying early and 
producing as many children as possible',. There is also a 
reiated mortality-induced voush to nuptiality. Apart from the 
early marriage (pre-puberty marriage ) having religious 
uncerpinnings, since purity at marriage is an essential element 
of Hinduism, the low expectation of life places greater 
pressure on parents to complete within their life-span their 
Gharmas (cbligations) by arranging the marriage of their 


children. 


34. The critical question is 'why is the age at marriage 
continuing to be low! when there is a substantial reduction 

in death rate with the expectation of life at 54 years. 
According to Reddy (1985), the point to be remombered is that 

a pattern of social behaviour, necessitated by a particular 
situation over a long period of timc becomes a social custom 
and continues for quite some time even though the original 
situation which necessitated it no longer cxists',. Behavioural 
norms derived from tradition can be displaced only by 
generating new social norms through cducation and other social 
inputs. Education is only one aspect of the change necessary 
in the institutional structures surrounding marriage behaviour. 


Ruth Dixon (1970) has listed three important factors which 


affect the ago at Marriago ; 


"(1) the aveilability of marriage partners, which is 
influenced by age and sex ratios in the marriage 
narke t; 


(2) the Feasibility of marriage, which is influoncod 
in large part by financial Opportunities and 
constraints; and 


(3) the Sesirability of marriace in torms of how 
each partner scos the rolative advantages and 
Gisadvantages of marriage compared with the 
availabie alternatives." 

Based on the empirical evidence of several Asian countries, 
Smith (1976) refers to three modernisation processes ; 
educational devclopment, expansion of non-agricultural 
employment and urbanization as holding the key to nuptiality 
behaviour. In trying to understand tho correlates and 
determinants of age at marriage, it would bo advantagcous 

to consider these three processes which are quantifiable and 
then take up the qualitativo factors that affect the age at 


marriage. 


Punctional Literacy and Education 


35 What is the position of Indian with respect to education? 
Table 3 has already brought cut how at the national level the 
median age at marriage rises both in rural and urban areas with 
education. Zven the cducational level ‘literate but below 
middle' (- primary education) has pushed up the median age to 
16.9 (from 15.8 for illiterate) in rural areas and to 17.2 


(from 16.4 for illiterate) in urban areas, 


We see from Table 15 that : 


(4) illiteracy is the dominant characteristic of the 
wonien married young both in the older and younger 
age groups. Indeed the illiteracy rate is much 
higher among the ever marricd in 10-15 than among 
the general population of rural females (sce 


Figuro 4). 
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(At) eho rune areas as illiteracy docreases, the age 
at marriage increasos particularly among younger 


ACS. 


(iii) Tillitoracy is about 93 per cent anions females in 
: the youngest age Group of below 20, wh»> wore 
married at ages 10-11 whilo in age group 18-19 
which would conform to the law, only 65 per cent 
are illitecrate. 


(iv) In tho higher age groups 404, the litoracy level 
is almost 'tinvariant! to tho age at marriage, 
charactorising the tradition bound society that 
it was. 


(v) Though it is arguable that the younger women could 
have benefited by the literacy promotion policies, 
the fact that though the initial level of illiteracy 
at the age of marriage 10-11 is nearly the same 
(93-97 in ail age groups) the largest decline in 
proportion illiterate has occurred (from 93-65) in 
the youngest age group of less than 20 shows the 
effect of literacy on the younger generation in 
regard to age at marriage. 


36. As a ready formula, it shows that unless rural female 
literacy is pushcd up to 35 per cont anong tho young giris 
5-14, the achicvomont of Statutory minimum of 18 yoars may not 
be possible. The dimension of the problem is evident fron 
Table 17 which shows the literacy rato in population of ages 

5 and abdove and 10 and above in difforent States. It is a 
tragedy that despite a constitutional directive that all 
children upto the age of 14 yoars should be provided free and 
compulsory education within ten years of commonecenment of the 
Constitution, we are nowhere near that goal evon after 35 years. 


Table 16 which is in a sonse the obvorse of Table 15, shows; 


(i) that literacy (i.c. the class literate but below 
middle) incroases with the age at Marriage. 


(ii) in the age group 10-11, only 5 per cent of rural 
females are literate while in tho age group 18-19, 
there were 20.4 per cent litorates,. 


S @as 


wat. It in Clear from tho Macro=viow of education and age at 
marriage containog in the foregoing analysis based on data 
from the 1981 Census that Carly marriage, particularly in tho 
rural areas is Partly due to tho dack of a viable alternative 
for young Sirls in the form of even limited @ducational 
facilities. As Gernain (1975) points out, 'one of the forenost 
alternatives to Carly marriage ~ and One providing a major, 
although temporary, non-familial role - is cducation,. The kind 
and anount of education must be determined by further rescarch,. 
One can argue on the basis of partial Cvidence, however, that 
in developing countries the transition fron hassive illiteracy 
to even elonentary literacy ropresents a much more vital change 
than is wually recognized. [It may well symbolize and activate 
&@ wholo chain of modernization cffocts including nontrivial 
consequences for female marital postpononont.' Baldwin (1974) 
further claborates : 'the evidence appears to suggest that 
there is something in the very process of learning of cluster 
of things that aro Of critical significance to individuals ~ 
whether ways to keep children healthy, improvo crop production, 
build a roof or have fewer babies ~ that not only causes 
diteracy to 'take! but at the sane time, causes tho mnatorials 
used e teach litoracy to 'take'. In othor words, both 
literacy and the literacy materials are at differont tincs 


not only mechanism but substance; it is thoir interaction thnrt 


leads to a new kind of functional literacy which can be called 
functional cducation. Svwertz (1974), while discussing the 


'Educational Crisis in Developing Nations! and the alternatives 


sugeests also the possibility of creating now valuos by 
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restructuring conventional education g0als and providing 


pragnatic, functionally relevant oducation even through non- 


formal means,! 


38. Table 17 presonts tho data on offective literacy (430% 
literacy rate in population excluding 0-4) among rural fonales 
along with the singulate nean ago at marriagoe It is observod 
that (sce Figure 5); 

(i) Rajasthan which has tho lowost rurel fonale literacy 


rate of 6.4 per cent in 5 and above pcpulation has 
tho lowest mean age at marriace (16.1 years); 


(ii) At the other ene of the scalo, Kerala with tho 
highest literacy rato of 72 per cent in 5 and above 
has also the hishest mean ago at marriage(21.9 years); 


(iii) Though Kerala's rate is not achievable, it is soen 
that if tho rural fomale litoracy rate (in 54) 4s 
pushed up to atloast 25 per cent, the mean age would 
be above 19 years as the data from Gujarat, Punjab, 
Tamil Nadu and West Bongal indicato.! By implication 
the proportion marrying bolow the ase of 18 yorrs 
(which is now 64 per cent corresponding to the mean 
aga of 18.5 at the national level) would go down. 


State levol studics 


39. Since there are large differences in tho demography and the 
social setting between states, it would be useful to indicate the 
resuits of state level studies on this subjects The major role 
of literacy as a correlato of age at Marriage has also been 
brought out through a multiple regression analysis applicd to 
1971 Census data of Karnataka (South India) using district-wise 
data (Reddy and Gopal, 1980). It has boen established vice 


Tables 18A and & that among the five socio-economic variables: 
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(i) proportion of effective female literatos (EFL); 
(ii) proportion of females living in urban areas (FUA); 
(2388 per oenita incomo (PCL); 
(iv) proportion of fomales in labour force (PFL); 
(v) proportion of females in non-agricultural 
occupation(PFNA), 

the proportion of effective fomalo litcrates (EFL) has the 
highest zoro-order correiation (0.852) with mean ago at 
marriage for fonmales and the highest (.696) partial correlation 
coefficient whon other factors are controllod, They further 
observe that the effect of literacy on mean age at marriage is 
greater anong females than among males. Caldwell and Reddy 
(1983) have observed on the basis of a small-scale study in 
Karnataka, covering a rural population of 5,000 that primary 
schooling delayed Marriage by one yoar and secondary schooling 


by a further two ycars,. 


40. Srivastava (1982) has oxamined tho socio-cconomie factors 
associated with age at marriasc in Uttar Pradesk whore the age 
is low. Using the Census data of 1961 and 1971, he has applied 
the multiple resrossion tochnigque to the data pertaining to 

48 districts of Uttar Pradesh. In his model, he has included 
both thorizontal! and ‘vertical! expansion of cducation as 
variables ('horizontal' means simply litoracy status whilo 
‘vertical’ implics primary level and above). The zoroeorder 


correlation coefficicnts are given in Tabic 1$¢. It is secon that; 


(i) literacy status influences marriago ages positively; 
(ii) a higher levol of cducaticon has a larger positive 
influcnco than simple literacy status, 
‘In view of the fact that modernizing influences initiated by 
a change from illitoracy to literacy are likely to be dcepenéd 


and consolidated by rise in the lovel of education', Srivastava 


$ en 


has argued in favour of both "horizontal! and ‘vertical expansion 
of education': However desirable higher ecucation nay be, 
considering the resourco constraints, a policy of horizontal 
educational development (as opposed to a vertical pattorn) ained 


at reducine illiteracy is to be Ccriphasized as a priority. 


a, A study of the factors associated with tho increasing age 
at marriage in Orissa also needs a focus, since Orissa is 
relatively a poor state. According to the Key Fopulation 
Statistics based on 5 per cent Sariple data by the Registrar 
General, India, the largest decline in tho proportion marricd 
in the age group 15-19 has been recorded in Orissa (from 56.7 
per cent in 1971 to 30.9 por cent in 1981). Alsc the mean age 
at marriage has risen from 17.5 to 19.1, "ite tt is arguable 
thet these trends could be a part of the poverty syndrome, it 
could also be duc te a stcp-up in the literacy rate of rurale 


females (5+) from 14 por cent in 1971 to 21 per cont in 1981; 


42. The Base Linc Surveys conducted in five districts of Orissa 
(Cuttack, Ganjam, Kalahanci, Phulbani ana Puri) involving 5000 
households (Kanitkar and §$inha, 1986) and in threo districts of 
Bastern Rajasthan ( Bharatpur, Kota ane Sawai Madhopur) 
involving 6000 houscholds (Sinha, 1985) have yiclded aggrogate 
data on literacy and age at marriage of fomales and proportion 
marricc in the younger age Groupse Tables 20 and 21 give the 
Gata for Orissa and Tablo 22 for Bastorn Rajasthan. It is 


seen from Table 204; 


of 


bf rl 
‘7 


: 26° % 


(i) that tho Proportion of females marrica in 15-19 
drops from 41 por cent to £5 per cent with primary 
to middle education with similar tronds in both 
rural and urban arcas. 


(ii) significantly for tho Same Lovell of education, there 
is a small difforonce botwoon tho rural and urban ° 
areas rogarcing proportion marriod in ages 15-19. 
This implies that ixrospoctive of tho placo of 
residence, cducation has an incependent effect on 
raising tho age at marriage which is also confirmed 
by Table 20B. 


(iii) Sawai Madhopur which has the lowest female literacy 
(13.6 per cont) has tho highest proportion married 
in all the ages: 21 per cont in 10-14, 72 per cont 
in 15-19 and near universality (99 per cent) in 
20-24, 


(iv) these findings sugcest that Sawai Madhopur in 
Rajasthan would be an important area for further 
experimental designs. 

43. Also Table 203 brings cut that the educational status of 
the wife is more effective in raising her ago at marriage than 
the educational status of the husband which confirms a sinilar 
finding in Karnataka (para 39). Theo influenco of education on 
female age at marriage is not confined to the recent marriages; 
it kad also influenced the clccr cohorts of marriod wonon as 
wouicG be evident from Table 21. Tho literate womon had a hishor 
age at marriage than the illitcrate in tho marriage cohorts. 
Further the difference in ases between illiterate and literate 
shows a steady secular increase - while tho difforence was (40 


for 1965-69 cohorts in rural areas, it was 112 for the 1980-82 
cohorts. 
4k. Table 22A shows that in Basteorn Rajasthan ; 
(i) age at marriago increases with litoracy in all tho 
three districts; 
(414) literacy of wife pushes up the age at ma riaso faster 
than tho literacy of husband; 


(231) date of individual districts show that primary 
education raises tho Nean age at marringe by one 
year on an average while secondary education could 
delay tiarrlage by two yoars. 


Tablo 22B »prosents tho Gata on preportion of wonon marricod 
in the younger ago 6Toup 10-14, 15-19 and 20-2h soparately for 
the threo districts along with pcreentage of fomale litoracy. 
We cbservo }; 

(1) Titural arcas with a Ponaic literacy rate of 1135 
per cent in 5+ the proportion of women married in 


10-14 is 14.5 whilo in urba areas with 46 por cent 
literacy, the proportion marricd is 9.8 por cent; 


(ii) However, the rural-urban cifferential in proportion 
married in 15-19 is substantial (70 per cent in 
rural and 34 per cont in urban). 


Work Participation 


45. Next to education, the factor identificd on empirical 
evidence in Asian countrics by Smith (1975) is non-agricultural 
employment of women. Bumpass (196S}, Dixon (1975) and Sklar 
(1974) also endorse this viow and considor femalo employment 

as another major alternative to Marriage which could also 
generate a movement towards fomale autonony eventually. Let 

us first examine the employnent status of women and later tho 


scope for non-agricultural omploynent of WOrION.s 


46. The 1981 Census recorded 223 million cr 3345 per cent of 
India's population excluding Assan as main workers of which 
178 cillion were malcs and ‘45 million fomales. Thus roughly 
wonen constituted only 20 per cent of main workers. Table 26 
Gives the employment status of males and females both under 
'mnain-workers!' and "marginal workers! according to the 1981 


Censuse it is observed that ;: 


Me) 
co 


(4) the overall unonploymont (non-workers) among fomalos 
ss 4 staggorins &0 per cent compared with 47 per cont 
for malos. 


(33) Em tho critical aso Group 15-19 (from which many 
brides aro drawn in rural areas) tho non=workers 
constituto noarly throo-fourths (73.5 por cent) 
of the population. 


(iii) Por Gontra, in the aco Group 20-24 for males 
(from which many grooms aro drawn) the non-workers 
constituto only 21 per cont cof tho population with 
77 per cent being main workers!, 


(iv) Thoro are serious iuplicstions of (ii) and (4143) 
for the marriago market, Wnile the employed men 
are ready for marriazse, tho large numbor of 
unemployed girls in 15-19 have to sook marriage 
as the only alternative to their low omploynment 
status which is furthor compounded by their low 
eriployability status because they lack cducation 
or skill, particularly in rural areas: 


(v) While the work participation >7f women as 'main 
workers' is lower than men in all the age groups, 
in tne ‘marginal workers! category, there is more 
femalo participation (of the 22 million marginal 
workers recorded in tho 1981 Census, 18.5 millions 
are females). Thus, low wage charactorises fenale 


employment. 


(vi) Also whilo the work-participation rate as 'Main 
Workers! increases substantially for males fron 
the level of 51 per cent in the age group 15-19 
to 91 per cent in the ago eroup 25-29, there is 
virtual saturation in the caso of femaics at around 


20 por cent (Sce Figure 6), 


47. Tablo 27 presonts the rural-urban differcntial in 
Cc 


employment status cf males and femalos according to the 19381 
Census. We observe that ; 


(i) While there aro no significant rural-urban 
differentials in prenertion of main-<workors 
among males, in the case of females the rural 
rate is double tre urban rato, 


(ii Unemployment anc under-employmont aro more severe 
anriong urban womene 


In the critical age group of women 15-19, whilo 23 
peor cent are main workers in rural areas, only 6 por 
cent participate in urban arcas. 
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t0peett is relevent to oxamine at this stage tho occupational 
structuro, which is attemptod in Tablo 28. It is ovident that 3; 
(1) Ageiwalture accounts for over 80 per cent of main 


workers and over 90 por cont of marginal workers 
anong remales. 


(ii) Comparison of 1971 anc 1981 data shows that there 
has hardly been any civers ification in tho occupational 
structure during the last decacdo,; 


(i2i) Tho larger share of work expected to be gonerated 
by tne housohold industry has not matorialised, 
Even in the caso of fomalcs, for whom houschold 
industry is tho first altornative to acriculture, 
there has hardly been an increase eariong the main 
workers (4.2 per cent in 1971 to 436 per cent in 
1981). 


(iv) Even anone female marginal workers, kousehold 
industry contributec only 4 por cents 


49. Table 29 gives tho summary of tho work participation rates 
for marginal, main and total workers for 1971 and 1981. With 

a female participation rato of 23 per cent in rural, 8 por cent 

in urban areas, it is cloar that women's cmploynment romains a 
major social problem relating to human resources; With agriculture 
being the main stay for fomale work-participation in rural areas 
and with little scope for diversification fron agriculture, thcro 
is need for a policy on specific and timo-bound programme of 


expansion of household industry. 
Statewise Profile 


50. Table 30 gives the statowisc profilo of women by work status: 


(i) Bulk of the rural women are unemployed = the non- 
workor status ranging from 55 per cent in Andhra 
Fradesh to 91 por cont in YVest Bengal. 


(21) The proportion of main workers among rural wonen 
was less than 10 por cont in many States. 9.8 in 
Bihar, 5-0 in Haryana,. 2.5 in Punjab, 6.5 in Uttar 
Pradesh and 6.3 in Wost Bongal. : 


(444) Unemployment among urban women is even more 
pronounced. Barring Gujarat, other States had 
non=workor proportion ranging from 82 per cent 
in Andhra Pradesh to 95 per cent in Biher and 
Uttar Pradesh. 


51. Table 31 brings out that ; 
(i) for the main workers among females, agriculture is 
the main stay in rural areas, 


(ii) States which have low non-farm employment, such as 
Bihar 8.4 per cent of main workers, Madhya Pradesh 
7.5 per cent, Rajasthan 11.4 per cent and Uttar 
Pradesh 12.1 per cent have more than 60 per cent 
of women currently married in the age group 15-19. 


(iii) On the other hand, Kerala with 47 per cent non-farm 
employment and Punjab with 43 per cent, had only 
14 per cent married in the age group 15-19 


(iv) Gujarat, Karnataka, Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu do 
not fit into this pattern - but in these States the 
higher rural female literacy (Table i7) probably 
explains tiie low nuptiality rate. 

52. The link between occupation and the female age at marriage 
has been examined by Tara Kanitkar and Sinha (1986). The data 
presented in Table 32 indicates : 

(i) Where agricultural labour is the occupation of wife 


or the husband, tzxe average female age at marriage 
is the lowest —- 12.3 years in rural arocase 


(ii) Those women wh have 'service' as their occupation, 
have registered significantly higher ago of nearly 
16 ycoarse 


Urbanisation 


53. Bosides oxpansion of cducatioral opportunitios and increase 
in non-agricultural omploynent for wonen, Smith (1976) considers 
urbanisation as a modcrnization process that influences the age 
at marriage. Tue precise concept of urbanization is not clear. 
It could mean a migratory movement from rural to urban or could 


be the croation of urban characteristics even in a rural set upe 


+ Sie 


tT. — 4 5. o 
ve may at the outset examine wnether the proportion urban among 
females affects tho moan age at marringe or the proportion 
marricd in ages 15-19. The relevant data given in Table 23 
indicates 3; 
(i) i 
a Barring the case of Kerala where turban! is not a 
realistic description since rural and urban aro 
hardly distinguishable in this high density state 
and Orissa where the age at marriage has risen 
rather anomalously, there appears te be an invorse 


relation between proportion urban and the nuptiality 
variables in the other states. 


(ii) In Tamil Nadu, with urban proportion of 32.6 the 
mean age is 20.2 and proportion marricc in 15-19 
is 23 per cente On the other hand, in Bihar with 
urban proportion of 11.7 tho mean age is 1635 and 
the proportion marricd as high as 64 per cent. 


(iii) The relationship is the same when we consider the 
urban proportion of the population instead of urban 
proportion of fomalese 

54. While these are aggregate comparisons, we might examine the 
relationship more closely. Reddy and Gopal (1980) have estimated 
from the 1971 Census data tho zero-order correlation of 0.676 
between mean age at marriage of femalcs and proportion of femalcs 
in urban areas and a partial correlaticn (or indcpendent effect) 
of 0.231. Tabie 18B shows that the independent effect of urban) 
female proportion is much less than that of effective female 
literacy. Srivastava (1982) tas established through multiple 
regression analysis of 1961 and 1971 Census data of Uttar 
Pradesh Shae tho proportion of urban populaticn (rather than the 
proportion of urban fomalcs) has an independent and significant 
positive influence on female age at narriage and concludea that 
expansion of urbanisation, which provides larger opportunities 
for non-familial role and whoso modernising influcnces help 
yenove the impact of traditions, will tend to raise marriage 


ages! . 
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55¢ Though urbanization has a sobering effect on age at marriage, 
it is doubtful whether urbanization could be a doliborate policy 
in tac current context in India. As a result of lack of 
employment opportunities and the stagnation in agriculture, there 
is rural-urban misration particularly towards large citios. As 

a consequence, unhealthy slums grow in big cities where civic 
facilities are alroady saturated. A policy of spatial distribution 
of population which would check the srowth of big cities and 
create ‘growth centres! between villages and citics is of value 
as that could not only impart an urban culture but also provide 
employment opportunities. Ono fall-out of urbanisation 

(i.c. migration of male labour) is village exogamy; and the 
difficulties of finding an appropriate match for girls within 


the village. This could incirectly increase the age at marriage, 


Deveicpnent 

56. Parnes (1984) in his book Peoplepower (Blements of Human 
Resource Policy) divides human resource policy into five major 
areas —- development, allocation, conservation, utilization and 


full employment promotion. India is far away from such a policy 
frame-work.e 

57. The importance of development in rolation to age at marriage 
is brought out in tho macro-analysis by Srivastava (1980). It is 
not the overall development such as those indicated by GNP that 
is important. Certain levol of development in physical terns 
is callod for to influence the age at marriagee Bxcessive 
pre-occupation with growth per so, insistence on high technolosy 
etc, have laid bare the divisive and dysfunctional aspects of 
devolopment. Using the Gevolopmont classification adopted by 


Ashok Mitra (1961), based on a host of ecritoria covered under 


e Fist 


six broad features of districts ; 
(i) General ccology; 
(42) agricultural infrastructure; 


(iii) participation rates with reference to traditional 
econony;} 


(iv) potential of human resources; 
{v) distributive trade; and 


(vi) manufacturing and infrastructure and organised 
industry in the moceorn scctor,y 


the relationship between the female mean age at marriage in 
rural areas anc @istrict’s level of devclopment in Uttar Pracesh 
is brought out in Table 24 (Srivastava 1980). As the level of 
Gevelopment rises from ‘lowcst! to thishest' the age at marriage 
increases by 1.6 years. This is highor compared with the | 
constant increase of 1 year between the ages at marriage in 
1961 and 1971 at all development levels, sheowing that secular 
factors are inadequate anc that a conscious development policy 
is necded for raising the age at marriagee Tara Kanitkar and 
Sinha (1986), using an indox of the standard of living (SLI) 
ranging from O to 20 have cstablished that age at marriage = + 
increases as the SLI index increascs which is an experience 


shared by all marriage cohorts (vice Table 25). 


Marriage Patterns 

58. Hitherto, we consiccred the three variables : educational. 
expansion, employment, particularly non-farm employment and 
urbanization and related them to the two nuptiality variables: 


age at marriage and proportion marricd. We shall now consider 


co 3n 3 


marriago patterns or custons becauso marriage patterns also 
imply some causation in young age marriages. We shall consider 
the two-stage process of marriage, tho gap in spousal ages; 


the 'marriage squeezet and dowry. 


59. Indian marriage custons aro extremely diverse and vary 
along several features, such as religion, caste, residence and 
socio-cconomic background. As obsorved by Bloom and Reddy (1986) 
"family unit provides the medium through which Hincuisn (the 
majority religion in India) is practiced, Marriage, the rite of 
entrance to a family, is therefore ahiong the most sacred events 
in the life cf a Hincu. Moreover, marriage allows women to bear 
children, in particular, malo children, who can perform sacred 
rites for their parents aftor they dio. Socially, marriage tends 
to confer added status on both parents and children because it 
Signals the completion of a religious duty and suggosts 
preservation of the family line. Because it is one of the most 
important rites of passago, marriage also adds to an individual's 
social status'. No woncer therefore that marriage continucs to 


be universal among large segments of population, 


60. <A particularly interesting feature of traditional marriage 
customs is tho prevalence of childhood marriage, that is the 
Marriage of a girl before she rceaehes puberty. Such a marriage 
is always ‘arranged! by the girl's parents and doos not Signal 
the beginning of co=habitation or scxual relations. Instead, 
childhood marriage is bettor thought of as a contract that is 
closely akin to the Western concept of betrothal. <A childhood 
marriage is only consummated after the bride reaches menarche 
and often not until a substantial timo after menarche. This 


practice has religious underpinnings, sinco purity at mnarriag 


Syed ee 


is an ocssential eloment of Yinduisnm, But childhood marriags is 
@ practico that is Slowly dying excopt in Rajasthan where it is 
still practised, particularly in tho Teej fastival. Table 10 
Shows that in Rajasthan 18.3 of the girls in 10-14 aro currently 


married, 


6x. Though there is a justifiablo time lapse between pre-menarche 
Marriage and cohabitation, thoro is also a time gap (though smal1) 
between post menarchial Marriage and cohabitation. Wo have secon 
in Table 14A that there is Gap of 0.7 years among Hindus, 0.4 
among Muslims and 0.1 among Christians in rural arocas,. As Bloon 
and Reddy (1986) point out tthe distinction between marriage and 
cohahitation (i.c. effective marriage) is a critical olement in 
what is eftemn reforred to as a 'two-stace! marriage Process. 

Tre two-stasce process always operatos in the case of childhood 
marriages, but it also operates quite ofton in marriages that 
take place after menarche, In these CaSCS, consummation is 
delayed atleast until the astrolyticnl signs for husband and 

wife are both auspicious. Tho two-stage marriage custom is 


rare anong Christians, 


62. Table 33 presonts the cata obtained by Bloom and Reddy from 


1300 households in Chitradurga district of Karnataka in 1975. It 


is seen that ;: 


(i) the incidence of both childhood marriages and two- 
stage marriages has declined in younger cohorts = 
in fact child marriage is nogligible. 


(414i) the age at-menarche has been stable across the 
cohort around 13.6 years. 


(444) the age at marriage has increased as tho cohorts 
becomsc youngor,. 


(iv) the gap between age at menarche and age at narriage 
is wider among the younger cohorts (1¢4 years for 
the 15-19 cohorts). 
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t cohabitation is also relatively stable 


fv) tho age « 
S the cohorts, 


(vi) Since azo at marriage is higher for the youngor cohorts 
the gap in the two-stage Marrlace process between 
Marriage and cohabitaticn is less 0.1 yoars for 
15-19 cohorts compared with 0.5 for the 40-44 conorts: 
(Caldwell and Reddy, 1983 have observee in their study 
in Karnataka that 95 per cont of Muslin Marriages were 
consummated within 24 hours, but aniong Hindus, the 
mocian delay was three months), 


63. Table 34 Sives the data from DZastorn Rajasthan on age at 
marriage and age at consummation. Wo find that 3 
(i) Though tho ase at narriage shows a variation between 


the three districts, the age at consummation is 
stable at 15+ AEC e 


(44) The average Gap for the rural areas is 2.2 years 
and for the urban areas 1¢2 years. 

64. The significanco of focussing attention on the two-staze 
process in marriace is that if attempts to push upwards the age 
at marriage remain below the consummation lovel, thero would be 
littic impact on fertility anc mother's health. In such a 
situation, 'some of the riso in average age of women's marriago 
is statistical rather tian biological'. As Caldwoll and Recdy 
(1983) further obsorve in thoir qualitative approach to analysing 
marriage changes in South India tag generation ago, the major 
problem in investigating the raising age at marriage of women 
would have been the passing of child marriage anc the number of 
girls whose marriages were delayed until near or at menarcho,. 
This is no longer the case. Nearly ali families in the study 
area belkheve that attempts to marry daughters should begin at 


menarche and should bo successful as secon as possible. Therofore, 
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the explanation of the continuing riso in womonts age at marriage 
(new on average atleast four yoars beyond monarehe) must be in 


the time taken in achioving that success!, 


65. <Anothor important marital custom, particularly anong Hindus, 
is that the groom is older than the bride. Table 4 which 
compares the singulate mean age at marriage for males and 

females shows a-difterence of 5-2 years (22.4 and 172) ie 1971 
and 5 years (23.3 and 18:3) in 1981. Also the gap ranges from 

3-1 yearsin Uttar Pradesh to 6.7 years in Karnatake. A 

scientific study of this phenomena requires data on age at 
Marriage of couples to estimate the spousal gap more realistically 
But, as Table 4 establishes that male nean age is higher than 

the female mean age in all the States without exception, we may 


proceed to examine the implications of this 'spousal-gap!, 


66. Assuring a 'spousal gap! of 5 years in the marriage market, 
we nave worked out the sex-ratio (number of femalcs in any 
quinguennial age group per thousand males in the next higher 


quinquennial age group) in Tablo 35: It is seen that : 


(i) unlike the sex-ratio in population (which shows 
less females per thousand males) the sex ratio in 
the companionate group (i.e. male guinguennial 
Group one higher than that of female) shows an 
excess of femalics. 


(4i) In rural areas, tho number of brides in the age 
group 10-29 would be 1,158 for 1000 grooms in the 
age group 15-34, In urban aroas, the excess is ~ 
marginal. 


(iii) It is significant that in the rural areas, there 
are 1254 women in 10-14 for 1000 men in 15-19. 
This type of a 'marriago squeezef or the difficulty 


in finding companionate grooms could bo e- factor 
in early marriage. 


(iv) Tne toxcoss of brides! syndrome has persisted 
over tine. 
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67. If we shorten the companionate age groups to 10-19 for 
§irls (from which most of the brides are drawn ) end 20—29 for 
boys (from which most of 6roons are drawn), we find that brides 
arc in excess of companionate grooms by 30 per cont. Theo 
relovant data are given in Table 36, Commenting on the surplus 
of marriageable women, Caldwoll and Reddy (1983) observe !There 
is then much truth in tne popular belicf that potential brides 
were in short supply a generation or two ago and that this 
Situation has revorsed comparatively quickly to yield a surplus. 
This is the rosult of declining mortality curing a period when 
the birth rate remained relatively high and the age gap between 
spouses considerable and of a substantial surplus of unmarricd 
wiGows ‘over unnmearricd widowors!. The marriage squeeze created 
by surplus of marriagcable brides in rural areas is further 
compounded by the low employment status of women, thus farcing 
the rural parents t> arrange for the marriage of their daughters 
at an early age. In this context, one might even ask the 
question ‘whether the continuing rise in the women's age at 
Marriage is explained by the increasing difficulty of finding 
suitadlie grooms'!? In other words, iff the rising age at marriage, 
more a response ts stress and not a response to opportunity - 
tre opportunity for women tc be educated and to work productively 


outside the home, (Population Reports, M, Nov 1979); 


68. A partial answer to this dilemma is provided by two factors: 
Fypergany is the practice of women seeking 


hypergany and dowry. 
Caldwell and Reddy (1983) 


alliance among men higher in status. 
have stated that nearly everyone in the study area (comprising 
villages of Karnataka) affirmed that parents desire their 


daughters to marry educatod men with urban jobs, because such 
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men have higher and more certain incones which are not subject 
to climatic cycles and which are paid monthly and because the 
Wives of such men would be froed from the drudcery of rural work 


ancl will uSualiy Live apart from their Parents-in-layw, 


69. The Marriase markot characterised by surplus of unemployed 
Siris and the hypergany in marriage restricting further tho 
availability of acceptable groons became a ‘seller's market! 
and the parents were therefore left with no alternative but 

to offer a dowry with onots daughtor,. Dowry has manifold 
effects on the marriage market, Dowry which is Generally low 
at younger aces increases with age forcing parents who have 

120 means to offer 4a hisher dowry to got their dauchters married 
at younser ages. The dewry system has beconic so infectious 
(notwitha@tanding a legislation preventing it) that, theo systen 
of bride price (money given to tho bride's parents) which 
prevailed in sone communitics has Given place to dowry. Also 
as Caldwell and Reddy (1983) have observed, there has beon a 
shift fron Marriage between relatives to Marriage between 
non-relatives. Traditionaliy, Marriases to relatives was 
preferred and that was arranged even before menarche. But 
with the prevalence of tho cowry systom, parents are tenpted 

to seek alliance outside the family so that they could demand 


a dowry without any embarrassment, 
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70. Set against these factors which favour younger ace at 
Marriage, is it not Possible that tho Slow process of mocdernisa= 
tion could have Moulded an attituo that preemenarche Girls 
are immaturo ana that they are not suitable as wives and 
daughter-in-law, This is the unanswered question for the 
Sociologists. But ell such questions ere sudsuned by the 
single problen of low status of women in India judgec by 
quantitative Cnaracteristics like education or enploynent, 
What are the qualitative aspects? Ruth B Dixon (1976) 
observes that in India as in other developing countrios 

‘rural women on the average many, while in their teens, 
eeecescoeeeD0ar chilcren at rates ancng the highest in the 
worlds; are unable to read or write; and with fow exceptions, 
are not engaged in what is officially described as ‘gainful 
economic activity!...... Zven in rural Communities, fenalic 
participation in econonic production outside the home or in 
Other public activitics (except those that are sceregated by 
sex) is frequently forbidden. Her contral argument is that 
'the practice of female seclusion by depriving cirls and women 
of cirect access to Material anc social resources in the 
community at larcc, creates in ther a condition of oxtreno 
economic and social dependences that not only compels their 
early marriage but also wilitates against the effective 
practice of birth control within Marital unioneceesse tho 
possibility of changing decision-making pattorns within tho 
fanily directly seems rather remote. What a policy can do 
however, is to change the external variables that are likcly 
to load to internal changet, fAnong poor fanilies, early 
marriage of non-income producing daughters thus appears an 
ideal solution to their eccononic pressures, and the daugntors 
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thenselves havo littlo voice in the matter, 


7a On top of these, as Ruth Dixon obsorvos 'The practice of 
seclusion (or purdah), asice fron producing a condition of 
economic dependence in femalas oy impeding their access to 
income=-producing activities in the public sphere can creato 
simultaneously a condition of extronmo social and psychological 
dependence deriving from thoir Physical and social isolation 

in the home'. The sogregation of woncn in the moro traditional 
Muslim socicties may oncourago carly marriage and high fertility; 
Thus the social powerlessnoss of individual womcn has two 

facots : social scclusion for which tho pathetic solution is 
early marriage and social depencence for which a more pathetic 
solution is frequent child bearing as a way to 'build her own 
intimate social world in which to find recognition and self- 
expression (Ryan, 1952}. Crcoation of production linked wonen's 
organisations (liko rural co-onerativos) which would ercato 
bonds anong women evon if thov are uncducatod and offer a 
genuine alternative to total dependence in the farily, have 


been experincnted within Bangladesh. 


72. Rama Mehta (quoted by John Kantner 1986) in her indepth 
stucy of 50 middle class women cf the pre-Independence poriod 


and 50 from post-Incepencence India concludes = 


"the greatest change between pre and post-Independence Inzia 
eras can be described in terms of transformation in the status 
of women ana their values regarding oxtendced family responsibdili- 
tics. While the former group viewed itself as subordinato to 
men and did not havo the confidence or courage to defy conventional 
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prejudices or their husdand's authority over thom, the modorn 


educated women is assured of hor status as a separate identity. 
eaucetecc woe: 
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She has becomo moro of an individual in her own right'. But as 
Kantnor (1986) comments 'this observation is no Coubt correct as 
to direction but the ‘modern educated Indian woman! is yot a 
world apart from tho mass of indian womoen!, Though these 
Opinions suggest thet education is an important input in raising 
the status of women, certain experiments in organizing wonen 

Have been successful. As Kantnor (1986) observes 'Littic by 
littic, here and thero around tho country, women from the 

lowest orders of socicty are orgenizing to wrest through 
collective action what socicty has rofusod them freely, 
Organizations, such as SEWA (tho sclf Employed Wonon'ts 
Association) in Gujarat, and the Working Women's Forum (WWF) 

in South India have assisted womon fron the hunblest occupations = 
lace making, fish, fruit or flowor selling, beedi or incenso 
rolling, milk vending - to gain a measure of cconomic independence 
and emancipation through group action, Slowly and ofton 
grudgingly, the institutions of traditional socicty accommodeate 

to these changes. Whether those novenents will Gather monentum 
and spread throughout the country or whether they are mostly 
ephemoral expressions of human inconitability under intolcrable 


prossure, one cannot say.'! 


732 We conclude this acction with somo international comparisonse 
Tien (1970) and Lesthaegho (1974) havo attributed the Chinose 
success in raising the age at marriaze (expected to be abovo the 
recommended carly to middle 20s)' to a doggeed and consistent 
effort to oxpand nonfamilial roles in sociocty and ecenerally to 
improve the status of womon.! (With further increase in age at 


marriage being unlikely, China is now stressing the one-child 


family.) 


Indeed, tho Status of womon is a crucial inercdiont of 
tho Marriazco Law Of 1950 which raisod tho mi nd mum azo at 
marriago to 18 for women and 20 for mon and Sot forth tho 


purpose of the Law (Population Reports M, Nov 1979). 


"Tho feudal Marriage system or arbitrary and coripul sory 
arranscnents and tho suprcbtiacy of man ovor WwOnen, and in 


disregard of the intcorests of tho cnildron, is abolished. 


The New=Democratic marriase systen, which is based on the 
free choice of Partners, om monogarry on oqual rights for both 
Sexes and on the protection of the lawful interests of wonen 
and children is put into effoectin 


74. Badruae Duza and Stephen Baldwin (1977) who investigated 
the nuptiality trends in Tunisia, Sri Lanka and Malaysia have 
suggested the causes for the substantial increase in age at 
marriage of women. [In Tunisia, where the Singulate mean age 


at marriage was 23.3 in 1975 is attributed to « 


1. Sex-ratio imbalanco in tne usual Marriage ages, 
agéravated by rural-urban mnicration and by 
immigration. 

26 Legislation of minirun age at marriage, barring 


polygamy and so on. 


3. Increased educational opportunitics, especially 
for women. 


4, Modernization and change in marital valuos and 
orientations, 


hs Increased job Oopportunitios for young women. 
Os Neod for rolative ocononic indepondenco of GLOOMS « 
v. Important rolo playod by a connittod loadership, 


especially by President Bourguiba. 


Thus in Tunisia, ‘both logislativo and non-legislative, demographic 


as well as non-demographic changos scom tc have had significant 


effects on age et marriage. 
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75¢ Tho nuptiality transformetion in Sri Lanka (with a SMAM 
of 23.5 years as carly as 1971) is attributod to the social 
and economic emancipation of women. Dducation fer young 
wonen, along with voluntoecr sorvico work, has been the najor 


substitute for oarly marriage in Sri Lanka, Huston (1978). 


76. In Peninsular Malaysia whero tho SMAM was 21.9 yoars in 
1970 though 'the secondary rather than primary-levol education 
was believed to provide the critical nininun impetus for 
ultimate fomalc marriage postpononent, yet the possible 

effect on marriage of oven primary cducation ~- as a catalytic 
chanse clement - should not be overlooked, particularly, for 
the populations! tradition - bound segments. Its cffoct 
undoubtedly is being reinforecd currontly by various channcis 


of non-formal cducation,! 


77e Though education (including non-formal education) and 
employment for women and the concomitant female autonomy 

aro Major determinants of marital postponement, it is to be 
noted that Sri Lanka and Malaysia achieved the lower age at 
marriage without any lcgisiation till mid 70s. Another 
significant finding of Duza and Baldwin (1977) is that later 

age at first marriage of men has been observed to exercise a 
significant drag effect on women's age at first marriage. They 
had reported men!s SMAM of 27.9 (Tunisia 1975), 28.0 (Sri Lanka 
1971) and 25.3 (Malaysia 1970). 


75. The close link between early marriage and socio-economic 
factors at the macro-lovel of Regicns of the World is brought 
out in Table 37. wWast Asia (which includes Japan and Korea) 
had the lowest percontage (only 2 por cent) of ever marriod 
womon in 15-19 with the highest percentage of cducated 

(92 per cent}, oconomically active (61 per cent) as woll as 


high proportion (65 per cont) of urban population. On tho 
g é 
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other hand, tho Indian Sub-continent and Africa has high 
percentage (55-58 por cont) of ever married fonmales in 15-19 
ercd low porcentago achicvenont in socio-economic variablos,! 
These rogional comparisons clearly show that age at marriazce 
(like fortility itself), intoracts with othor social and 
economic influences within a Given socioty or cultures; Asa 
result, the status of womon in Qa country and their access to 
ecucation and employment may havo at least as much impact on 
age at narriage as a legally enacted nininoun ages Ultimatcly, 
both the statusi of women anc age at marriage may depend more 
on the commitment of political leadorship anc on programmes 
benefiting women which result from that conmitment than on 
the specific laws on age at marriagc.! (Population Reports,-~- 


M, November 1979). 


79- In conclusion, we eriphasize the caution sounded by Sklar 
(1971) that tattempts to postpone marriage must concentrate 
on changing certain social and cconomie conditions that pernit 
and even motivate relatively carly marriage. She also warns— 
klar (1974) that "..... a deliberate policy of delayod narriage 
would net be a viable means cf population control in the 
porrontely. less devolopec countries unless the instituticnal 
structure surrcunding marriage behaviour in these nations 
are changed so that the incentives are to marry late"; Tho 
central argumont of this section is 'that early marriage has 
functioned largely in tiie absence of meaningful alternatives to 


marriage in many sociotics.' Duza and Baldwin (1977). 
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Section IV_ 3 Consequence of Early Marraige of Females 
80, In Section III, we dealt with causes, correlates and 
determinants of low age at marriage. To provide a background 

for changing marital behaviour and encourage marital delay, it 

is necessary to assess early marriage in terms of its consequences 
or the obverse question of benefits of marital postponement, 

This is the attempt in this Section. We shall assess the impact 
of early age at marriage on fertility, mortality, contraception 
and the status of women. That is, we shall consider the 
demographic and also the non-demographic implications, such as 

on health and welfare, 


Age at Marriage and Peru.lity 


Si. The nexus between age at marriage and fertility is perhaps 
the most researched area in contemporary demography. As Duza and 
Baldwin (1977) observe 'Despite some controversy concerning the 
historical role of nuptiality in the transition from high to low 
fertility that has usually accompanied the process of development 
(the Western experience),there is a considerable body of evidence 
and knowledge to suggest that nuptiality reductions produce a 
retarding effect on fertility especially under the conditions 
prevailing in the currently developing countries.' While studying 
the effect of postponement of marriage on fertility, a distinction 
needs to be made about birth rates in general and marital 
Beccility, While the link between marital postponement and birth 
rate (and population growth) is simple, the question, whether a 
transition to low nuptiality moderates also high fertility is 
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somewhat complicated in contracepting societies, But as Duza 
and Baldwin (1977) observe ‘in situations of limited control 

Of fertility within Marriage, a negative association between 

age at marriage and family size is generally considered almost 
inevitable, Busfield (1972) analysed British data and found that 
"those who marry before the age of 20 still have, on average, one 
Child more than those who Marry aged 20-29', Agarwala (1965) 
estimated a 27 per cent decline in birth rate in India, if age 

at marriage of females was raised from 15.6 to 19.3, 


82. It is however arguable whether postponing marriage by a few 
years would necessarily increase the age of mothers at birth, 
Particularly when there are gaps in the sequence 3: marriage - 
cohabitation - first birth. Bloom and Reddy (1986) studied this 
Phenomena in age cohorts of married women, The data are presented 
in Table 38, Across the cohorts, it is seen that the gap between 
Marriage and first birth was 3.2 years for older cohorts (4549) 
and only 1.4 years for the 15-19 cohorts. What is however 
Striking is that age at first birth is relatively stable at 17.5 
years in all cohorts except the youngest 15-19, This analysis, 
Suggests that age at marriage should raise to 17.5 years in rural 
and 18.2 years in urban to make an impact on birth rate, 


3. These data raise yet another question for a researcher ; 

If the increase in age at marriage reduces the birth rates is there 
a continuum in this influence or is there a 'trigger point' below 
which the negative relationship is feeble.' Ryder (1967) specifica 
four-phases of the nuptiality - fertility process in the 


following sequence: 
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(a) high nuptiality and high marital fertility; 
(b) low nuptiality and high marital fertility; 
(c) Low nuptiality and low marital fertility; 
(a) high nuptiality and low marital fertility; 


(High Nuptiality refers to low age at marriage and high proportions 
married; low Nuptiality to the converse) ana Davis (1963) talks 

Of marital postponement as part of a ‘'multiphasic response! 

toward lowering fertility in a number of countries, 


84. Jain (1985) in his Study on regional variations in fertility 
in the 70s in the Indian States has pointed out that 'the effects 
of adult female jiteracy and urbanization on birth rate can be 
Givided into three components : effects transmitted through 

(i) infant mortality, (ii) use of contraception and (iii) age at 
Marriage. The path diagram at Figure 7 brings out the relationships 
vividly. 


85. Studies on the nuptiality - fertility relation unfortunately 
do not add up ta a conclusion, since nuptiality has two components: 
the age at Marriage and proportion married and fertility could be 
interpreted as the fertility at a point of time anda as total 
fertility, (completed family size, children ever born) and 
different studies adopt different combination, 


86. Sinha (1986) in his study of the impact of age at marriage 
on fertility in three districts of East Rajasthan has presented 
data on number of children ever born by age at marriage which are 
given in Table 39, The points that emerge are 3 
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(Saeenere 1s an inverse relationship between age at 
marriage and the number of children ever born (CEB), 
For example, the average number of CEB for women aged 
30-34 in 1981 was 4.5 for those married in 17-18 age 
group and 3.4 for those married in 19-20 age group. 
Likewise, for women aged 35-39 in 1981, the CEB was 
5.9 for those married in 17-18 and 3.8 for those 
married in 19-20 age group, 


(ii) This inverse relationship holds irrespective of the 
ege cohorts, 


(iii) In Sinha's view, age 19 is probably the critical age 
at marriage for females which could influence a 
fertility decline, 


Sd. Though some demographers have indicated the decreasing 
importance of age at marriage in predicting fertility behaviour 

in developed countries (where the level of contraception is high), 
in developing countries with universality of marriage, low age 

at. marriage and low level of contraception, fertility differentials 
are linked with age at marriage. 


88. The Population Information Program of The Johns Hopkins 
University has brought out a Special Topic Monograph (STM) on 

‘Age at Marriage and Fertility' (Population Reports, M, November 
1979} in which they use the percentage of women ever=-married at 
age 15-19 as the index of age at marriage. The broad links at 
Regional level between proportion of females ever married in 15-19 
aaa LCLtieitry is indicated in Table 37, High proportion of ever 
married in 15-19 causes not only high age~specific fertility 

in 15-19 but also results in high total fertility or completed 
family size(vide cols (2), (3) and (4)), 


SD). 3 


89, According to the STM (Population Reports, M, November 1979) 
'there are atleast three important demographic reasons that 
individual women who marry early tend to have more children than 


those who marry later and to hasten population growth, If women 
marry young : 


- they are likely to have sexual intercourse frequently 
throughout their most fecund years, 


- they begin child bearing at an earlier age and thus exp 
live through a longer period of exposure to contra- - “™ 
ception; and 


= they shorten the interval before the next generation 
is born and begin child bearing, 
90. The World Fertility Survey has analysed the reproductive 
cycle of events of women in age group 40-49 by age at first union, 
The data given in Table 40 brings out that in 10 developing 
countries with varying cultures, the delay in marriage produced 
three cffects: 


(i) it postpones age at first birth (motherhood) ; 


(ii) it abridges the child bearing period (interval between 
the first and the last birth) and 


(iii) it diminishes completed fertility (children ever born). 


These factors coupled with the likelihood of less use of 
contraception arising from the low level of education and 
employment of carly married women, contribute also to a more 


rapid population growth. 


Pi. Arithmetically, there could be dramatic contrast as in Figure 

8 which shows that if all women marry at age 15 and produce daughters 
every five years until age 40, the female population after 60 

years would be 21 while it would be only 4 if all women married 


at age 25. However, these dimensions of effect may not be actually 


Figure 9. Arithmetic Impact of Age at Marriage on Population Growth: A Hypothetical Mode! 
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i 
«Af all women give birth to daughters at 5-year intervals alter marriage and until age 40, how much difference would age at marriage make to 
_ population size in 60 years? This diagram, showing only females in the population, illustrates the difference. If age at marriage is 15, shown in the 
d left-hand portion of the figure, woman A marries in the 15th year and gives birth to a daughter, B, in the 20th year. By the 40th year, A has had five 
F daughters and the eldest, B, has already married and gives birth to her first daughter, C. After 60 years, if age at marriage is 15, the total female 
population (assuming A dies between the 50th and 55th years) would be 21. If age at marriage is 20 (central portion of figure), the female population 


_would be 10. If age at marriage is 25 (right), the female population would be 4. 


j 
Hi! 
t A OI RN MTA e CoML Tt (Th rvencene wn LLL LAL et SRN SE CAS 


POPULATION REPORTS 


OR Redick nae emia i cow tert eprom fe ent ob ae 
Ce ee ee Ai lmqvadd het | gt Ged Be 


Source: Population "eports: “pecial Topic onograph PANBE at Marriage and 
Restiity “Series | mminber 4 Nover:ber 1°79, Population) Information 
Program, ‘he Johns ‘'opkins ''niversity. | 


ahi Wi at 


af 


+ a a 
a 
4 
’ 
' 
s 

‘ 

x 

x [har = 


aa 
eee eee 


i < 
ot. Wiese - + 


| 
i, 
ee a ee 

ce <a: _ ead 

_ *, tL <* ~ 


es eS | 


realised because of several other influences (other than age at 
marriage) on fertility such as the marriage pattern, the probability 
of more sexual activity outside of marriage as the age of marriage 
rises, the use of contraception and abortion to control marital 
Fertility, Indeed, these factors weaken the link between age at 
Marriage and fertility. Also, the effects on fertility of raising 
the age of marriage of course depend on what that age was initially 
and how late marriage is deferred. On one hand, to postpone 
marriage from age 13 to age 16 would have very little effect on 
fertility since many girls of that age are not yet fully fecund, 

On the other hand, Postponing marriages beyond age 20 could have 

a Substantial effect because of the high fecundability at that age 
eeeeee Further there is also the possibility that women who marry 
later may have more children at older ages. The World Fertility 
Survey estimated such a ‘'catch-up' effect as 50 per cent more births 
in the first five years after marriage to Asian woman who Marry late, 


of. Since fertility is affected by three factors : age at 
marriage (or equivalently the proportion married), marital fertility 
and age-sex structure, the decomposition technique could also be 
used, Population Reports (Serics M, November 1979) has listed such 
a decomposition, an extract from which is given in Table 41, It is 
seen that decline in fertility accounted by change in proportion 
married is 25 per cent in Indonesia; 35 per cent in Korea; 67 per 


cent in Malaysia and 63 per cent in Sri Lanka, 


93. It is however, to be noted that there are two routes to 


lower fertility: 


(1) social and economic factors influence the age at 
marriage which in turn affects fertility; and 
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(2) Socio-economic factors directly influence fertility. 


The Socio-economic factors affecting women - education, employment 
and urbanization discussed in Section III - and age at marriage 
and fertility are highly interrelated. The extent to which socio- 
economic factors influence age at marriage and total fertility 
rates have been impressively analysed in STM (Population Reports = 
M, November 1979), This analysis divides the countries in each 
region into those that raise above and below the median value 

for the whole region with respect to each factor considered, The 
results which are Presented in Tables 42 A, B show that - 

(1) Siemeta, all the three factors associated with Age at 
Marriage - female education, employment and urbanization = 
account for nearly the same difference in age at marriage, 
but when all the regions = Asia, Middle East, Africa and 


Latin America are taken together, education accounts 
for the greatest difference, 


(2) “Hein Asia, ail the four factors: age at marriage, 
education, employment and urbanization are all equally 
related to differences in fertility while for all the 

Ken together education and age at marriage 

have a higher effect on fertility than employment and 
urbanization, 

94. Assuming that most births take Place within marital union 

(i.e. illegitimacy is negligible) as is the case in India, it is 

thus clear that a marriage reduction through raising the age at 

marfiage and decreasing the proportion married at diffeftent ages 

Should Rave a negative impact on marital fertility and in 

conjunction with the consequent process of increased generation 

length, should also retard population growth(Duza and Baldwin,1977), 

As Coale and Tye (1961) suggest the impact of raising the age at 

Marriage contributes to a depression of period fertility and an 
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increase in generation length. The Special Topic Monograph 
(Population Reports - M, November 1979) suggests: "Later marriage 


reduces rates of population growth because it means: 


- a short period of reproductive life exposed to 
the possibility of pregnancy and 


- a longer interval between generations, 


At the same time, if women postpone marriage from age 16 to age 
19, for example, or from 18 to 21, that delay means: 
- women can stay in school longer and acquire skills 
and training for income-generating jobs; 


- women can work before marriage to contribute to 
their own and families' income; 


- women can enter marriage with greater emotional 
and physical maturity to meet the challenge of 
family life, 
All the opportunities for enhancing women's status would be virtually 
closed to a girl who marries at 15 or 16 and early marriage thus 
definitely exacerbates the gender inequalities in education. 


Effect on Health and Mortality 


95. We now proceed to assess the impact of low age at marriage 

of females on mortality and nealth. Since early marriage is 
associated with high fertility, a higher level of mortality arising 
from infant mortality and maternal depletion through frequent child 
bearing, is a concomitant. Some evidence of the decline in child-loss 
(children ever born — surviving children) as the age at marriage 
increases is presented in Table 43 which shows that the incidence 

of child-loss is less for women who marry later than for those 

who married early (Sinha, March 1986). The average child loss for 


women aged 40-49 was less (1.68) for those who married at 19+ 
compared to about 2.50 for those who married in 1516 age group, 
Similar trend is observed in other age=-cohorts, 


96, Discussing the health aspects of early marriage, Chhabra, 
Raleigh and Jindal (1986) refer to the challenge imposed by 
maternity to the female Systems - harmonal, biochemical, 
Physiological and anatomical, They allude to the gap between 
menarche and the capacity to reproduce (adolescent sterility) 

and emphasize that 'full sexual maturity and stability in growth, 
as Opposed to the mere development of reproductive Capacity is 
not earlier than age 18 in girls while in boys it is found to be 
after 20 (vide Figure 9}. Referring to ‘adolescent growth spurt', 
which is a period of rapid growth and nature's compensation for 
the growth retardation suffered by undernourished Indian girls 
during childhood, they argue that early pregnancy would halt 
this spurt affecting both the mother and the offspring because 
reproduction requires energy and younger the mother the more the 
‘pugritional need for her own growth and the growth of the foetus. 


oT. The close link between maternal mortality and maternal age 
is brought out in Table 44, In Bangladesh - a high fertility 
culture - maternal mortality was as high as 1770 per 100,000 live 
births for young mothers in age group 10-14,740 for mothers in 
15-19 which further declined to 380 for mothers in 20-24. Apart 
from maternal mortality (estimated to be 418 in India), there is 
also the maternal morbidity syndrome, According to the Survey of 
Cause of Death carried out by the Registrar General, India (1983), 
46 per cent of maternal deaths are in the age group 15-24, 
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28. Both neonatal mortality and infant mortality are higher among 
younger mothers. Table 45 shows that in developing countries 
neonatal and infant mortality related to mothers under 20 years 
are 40 to 70 per cent higher than the average for all mothers, 
Table 46 gives the data on infant mortality by age at marriage for 
rural and urban India based on the Survey on Infant and Child 
Mortality, 1979 conducted by the Registrar General, India, It is 
seen that - 

(i) In the rural areas the IMR in 1978 was as high as 156 


for girls married below 18, while it was 90 for girls 
married at age 21 and above, 


(ii) A similar trend is also visible in urban areas where 
the IMR declined from 88 to 46 in these ages. 


(iii) In the contrasting states of Kerala where the IMR was 
the lowest (39) and Age at Marriage was the highest 
(21.9) and Uttar Pradesh where the IMR was the highest 
(167) and age at marriage (17.8), the infant mortality 
is distinctly higher in the marriage age below 18 years, 
particularly in the rural areas, | 


Bo. A possible reason for the high infant mortality among young 
mothers could be prematurity of the infants which is the second 
most important cause of death in rural areas and the leading cause 
of death in urban areas (vide Table 16, Survey of Infant and Child 
Mortality, 1979). Incidence of prematurity could be expected to be 
higher among younger mothers because of nutritional and growth 


insufficiencies,. 


100. The need to raise the age at marriage in India and particularly 


in the Hindi belt arises more importantly from the health 
consequences of early marriage both for the mother and child, 
Uniike in the case of demographic impact which would be feeble 


and even insensitive for small increases in age at marriage, any 


OG us 


increase in age at marriage would be beneficial from the health 
angle. Also whatever the age at marriage, fertility could be 
controlled through modern methods of contraception as also the 
larger family size (children ever born) resulting from an early 
Marriage (as shown in Table 40). 


101, In the consideration of the impact of early age at marriage 
On contraception, it is necessary to keep in view 3: 


(1) Availability of modern methods of contraception has 
reduced the importance of age at marriage factor in 
determining family size (Population Reports, M = 
November 1979) 


(2) In most developing countries, contraception is 
practised mainly for limiting the family size 
rather than for spacing births. Hence increase 
in the age at first marriage (unless Substantially 
to age 25 or above) is unlikely to change the 
contraceptive prevalence rate among married women 
of younger ages. The proportion of currently 
married, fecund women using contraception by age 
varies Significantly between developed and developing 
countries, For instance, in the United States, 
this percentage is above 70 in all reproductive age 
groups, (Mosher 1981). But in developing regions, 
the percentage is very low in the youngest age group 
15-19 and reaches 43 peak in age group 30-34 or later 
(Srikantan, 1985), 


102. The observation in (2) above is highly relevant in the 
Current context in India where sterilisation (terminal methods) 
is the contraceptive method of 80 per cent acceptors, It 

is debatable whether these high rates for terminal methods in 
India is the result of the availability of a 'ready c¥op' of 
high parity couples in the population or the result of the 
programme emphasis on sterilisation as that fite in with the 
Official distribution system and is a one-time shot, while the 


promotion of spacing methods requires a ‘continuous and caring 


7 ot 


approach'. Whatever the method of contraception the fact 

remains that in India, as in many Asian countries the availability 
of contraception has reduced the fertility of older women. On the 
basis of the 1981 Census, vide Table 47, the Registrar General, 
India has observed that fertility has declined in all ages with 
the percentage decline being higher in older agesand in urban 
areas. This means that fertility has to be reduced among 

younger women in rural areas, Indeed the number of younger women 
is now so large that even small reductions in their fertility 
rates can produce significant reductions in the annual crude birth 
rate. 


103, The Promotion of contraception among younger women, 
Particularly in rural areas is therefore the question to which the 
policy makers and programme managers have to address, The young 
age at marriage definitely compounds the task on two counts 3 
(i) the methods to be promoted are for delaying the first 
birth and spacing later births which require an 


approach altogether different from a sterilisation 
programme. 


(ii) as already described in Section III, 'from the socio- 
economic point of view, women who marry young tend to 
have less education and less opportunity to undertake 
jobs or roles other than motherhood, Bearing and 
raising children becomes the major source of their 
Status in the family and community. This lowers 
their incentive to limit family size'. (Population 
Reports, M =— November 1979), 


104, The effect of age at marriage on contraception is related 
to the larger question of status of women. As Ruth Dixon (1976) 
observes ‘the practice of female seclusion, by depriving girls 
and women of direct accesses to material resources (such as 


income-earning labour) and social resources (such as schooling) 


s SBiia 


in the community at large, creates in them a condition of extreme 
economic and social dependence that not only compels their early 
marriage but also militates against the effective practice of birth 


control within the marital union, From a policy perspective, the 


question is whether the cluster of social, economic and cultural 


motives governing these marital and reproductive decisions could 
be substantially altered',. In her view, a holistic approach is 
required to generate change in the socio-economic conditions of 
rural villages, particularly when the goal is to reduce the social 
and economic dependence of women thereby altering reproductive 
attitudes and practices. She pleads for a transition from 


seclusion to production through rural co-operatives for women, 


105. The relationship between age at marriage and contraception 
has been linked by Matras (1965) through a scheme which allows 
an interpray of fertility (uncontrolled versus controlled) and 
Marriage (early versus late) - 

(a) uncontrolled fertility and early marriage (traditional 

societies) 3 
(bo) uncontrolled fertility and late marriage; 
(c) controlled fertility and late marriage; 


(a) controlled fertility and early marriage. 


The pattern into which India fits at present is between (a) and 
(d) and the aim should be (c). Fortunately, postponement of 
marriage and promotion of contraception are responsive to a 
common policy package of education, employment and elevation of 


status of women. 


£06, Ihe various effects of early marriage are captured in a 
flow-diagram (Figure 10) taken from Chhabra et al (1986). 
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Section V3 Marriage Legislation 


107. It has been pointed out in Section III that early marriages 


(pre-puberty marriages) were perpetuated in India in the Nineteenth 
Century through religious and social forces. The seeds of marriage 
legislation were sown in the middle of the Nineteenth Century, 
when, pursuant to the pressure from reformers like Raja Ram Mohan 
Roy and Ishvarchandra Vidyasagar, 'the Indian Penal Code 1860 
declared consummation when the wife was below ten years of age as 
rape and prescribed punishment extending to transportation for 
life’. In 1891, a proposal was considered for raising the age to 
12 years but it did not find support, Kapadia (1966). The 
Government of Mysore passed an Act in 1894 ‘forbidding the marriage 
of girls under eight altogether, and that of girls under fourteen 
with men over fifty years of age'. The (Baroda) Early Marriage 
Prevention Act of 1904 laid down 12 as the minimum age at marriage 
for girls. Few other progressive Princely States had also 
legislation. There was, however, no law covering British India till 
the Child Marriage Restraint Act (CMRA) was passed on 28 September 
4929. 


Deficiencies in Legislation 


108. The CMRA often referred to as the Sarda Act (after the name 

of its sponsor Mr Harbilas Sarda) raised the minimum age at marriage 
to 14 years for girls and 18 years for boys. But the law was 
enforced only after six months on 1 April 1930 and in the interregnum 
a large number of early marriages were performed and the average 

age at marriage actually declined tc 12.5 in the decade 1921-31 


60 


oo 
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compared with 13.5 in 1911-21, Such a pre-emptive response to a 


legislation shows the gap between orthodoxy and reform, 


109. But the legislation itself has several inherent defects 
(Kapadia, 1966) ; 


(i) It did not extend over the whole country; it applied 
only to marriages in British India and not to the 
hundreds of native states; 


(ii) It did not make marriages in contravention of the legal 
minimum a cognizable offence and hence no action could 
be taken by the government for its breach unless a 
complaint was made within one year of the soleminization 
of the marriage. 


(iii} Such a complaint had to be lodged in a court of a 
Presidency Magistrate or a District Magistrate and 
at any time after examining the complaint and before 
issuing process for compelling the attendance of the 
accused, the Court shall, except for reasons to he 
recorded in writing, require the complainant to 
execute a security bond for one hundred rupees! No 
wonder that complainants did not come forward and 
people performed marriages in contravention of the 
law with impunity. 


110, With the codification of the Hindu Law, the minimum age was 
raised to 15 years for girls in the Hindu Marriage Act. Apart from 
the fact that this legislation did not apply to the other religions, 
it was also retrogressive in the sense that the mean age (15.4 in 
1941-51) had already crossed this minimum a decade earlier, After 
nearly a quarter of a century the CMRA was amended in 1978, The 
Amendment which came into force with effect from 1 October 1978 
raised the minimum age of marriage of girls to 18 years and of 

boys to 21 years. With this last amendment, the law was finally 
brought nearer in line with the accumulated scientific medical 
evidence showing that the adolescent girl is at grave risk of her 


health, as also that of her children until she has reached the age 


of 18 at least! (Chhabra et al 1986). 
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111. Despite this legislation in 1978, the Census of 1981 recorded 
a median age of 16 for rural temales (i.e. 50 per cent currently 
married women were below the age of 16 at marriage) and 17.4 for 
urban females. The important question is: why has such an 
important social legislation failed? Is it because marital 
behaviour cannot be changed by law without (a) supportive social 
change and (b) adequate awareness building on the undesirable 
consequences of early marriage. Sociologist M N Srinivas (1977) 

in his article 'Just Raising Age of Marriage Will not do' refers to 
'the possibility that corrupt officials may harass poor and 
innocent villagers who are ignorant of this law is not also ruled 
out', 


112. Emphasizing the importance of suitably educating and 
enlightening people about the illeffects of early marriage, Reddy 
(1985) quotes what Gandhiji said when CWRA, 1929 was enacted : 


"Tt may be good for bringing a minority to book, But it 
is not legislation that will cure a popular ill; it is enlightened 
public opinion that can do it. I am not opposed to legislation 
in such matters, but I do lay great emphasis on cultivation of 


public opinion". 


113, The objective of the 1978 Amendment raising the age at marriage 
is to check the growth of population and promote better understanding 
of the institution of marriage and responsible parenthood, Can 
these objectives be realised in a society with 70 per cent 


illiteracy and one half enveloped in poverty. A macro reform 
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cannot ignore the micro regidities ana realities, To repeat 
Sklar's warning" ..... a deliberate policy of delayed marriage 
woulda not be a viable means of population control in the 
currently underdeveloped countries unless the institutional 


structure Surrounding marriage behaviour in these nations are 


changed so that the incentives are to marry late. 


114, Mere existence of a legislation would not take us far. The 
importance of socio-economic improvements at the grass roots level 
in terms of basics which can build a climate in which later 
marriage would be acceptable cannot be over emphasized. Indeed, 
there are countries notably Malaysia and Sri Lanka where sizeable 
increase in age at marriage was the result of socio-economic 
development without any legislation or even a deliberate policy 
intervention. As Duza and Baldwin (1977) observe 'the social and 
economic emancipation of women -— however incomplete - appears a 
key theme in Sri Lanka's nuptiality transformation. In Malaysia 
female marital postponement was the concomitant of education and 
employment which changed the conventio/"8tatus and roles of women, 
Table 48 gives the singulate mean age at marriage and literacy of 
Sri Lankan women since the beginning of the century. With effective 
female literacy (5+) being as high as 71 per cent in 1971, little 
wonder that the female age at marriage rose to 23.5, while the 
Sri Lankan marriage Law was enacted in 1978 prescribing 16 as the 
minimum age for girls (presumably to prevent younger marriages 
among certain sections of the population). It may be noted that 
in Sri Lanka, 2 remarkable gender equality in education has been 


achieved progressively. Likewise in Malaysia, the mean age at 


co ear? 2 


Marriage for females was 21.6 in 1970 with primary education for 
89 per cent of girls in age 6+11 and lower secondary education 
for 48 per cent in 12-14 in 1971 while the enactment of the 
minimum age of 18 came in 1975 (vide Table 49), 


Lack of Supportive Measures - Media, Leadership 


115. Apart from the intrinsic defects in the legislation and 
feeble Socio-economic developmental support to the legislation, 
deficiencies in implementation can also be traced to ; 


(i) virtual absence of media support; 
(ii) lack of leadership commitment; and 
(348) difficulties in monitoring the legislation, 


116. Since raising age at marriage is a question of altering not 
Only individual marital behaviour but that of a large society in 
which young marriages are perpetuated, there is need for planned 
media effort in awareness building on this issue, Apart from 
using the mass media (as is now being used in promoting the 
Registration of Births and Deaths), there is also need to develop 
persuasive communication at the grass roots through Government 
Organisations and voluntary agencies. There is need for a public 
education programme which would stress that marriage is a 
*serious responsibility meant for adult men and women’ and at 

the same time indicate the availability of viable alternative to 


early marriage in rural areas, 


117, Examples of leadership commitment to raise the status of 


women and concomitantly their age at marriage are given in 
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Population Reports (M - November 1979). / 


"Chairman Mao Zedong's early commitment to equality for 
women in China, President Habib Bourgiba's support for an expanded 
role for Tunisian women, President Suhorto's image of stable and 
respectable family life in Indonesia, and the strong interest of 
the Shah of Iran and his immediate family in women's issues 
probably all contributed to changing pattern of marriage, among 
some groups in these countries. In Muslim countries, it is 
hard to believe that change would have occurred without such 
leadership from the top. In India hardly any leader supports 
this legislation through a public platform As already indicated 
in the introduction, the last two decades of this century are 
important in increasing the age at marriage from the demographic 
perspective of reaching Replacement Level of Fertility by 2000, 
Accordingly national leaders and policy makers should regard age 
at marriage and age at first birth as an integral part of social 
change and extend a strong support to the marriage legislation 
and the needed enhancement in the status of women, 


118, A perusal of Table 49 on minimum legal age at marriage 
reveals that India is one of the few countries with a high 
minimum age of 18; several countries both among the developed 
and developing have prescribed ages in the range 14-16. Further 
in several countries (China, Sri Lanka, Malaysia) the legal 
minimum is much lower than the actually achieved minimum age. 


In China, particularly the average age at marriage is between 
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early to middle 20s while the Marriage Law of 1950 set a legal 
minimum age of 18 for women and 20 for men. But, as Population 
Report (M - November 1979) observes "despite continuous efforts 
by some public health leaders to raise the minimum still further 
and despite what amounted to government insistence that marriages 
be postponed three to five years beyond the legal minimum, the 


law has not been changed for 20 years, while the Chinese Government 


pursued less direct measures, intended to build a climate in which 
later marriage was acceptable. 


119, A clear distinction was made between the legal minimum age 
set in legislation.and the optimal age from the point of view 
of individual and social objective, which was always several 
years older", In India, the position is the otherway round, We 
have set the minimum at 18 in 1978 but half of the women were 
married before 16 according to the Census of 1981 implying that 
the optimum (what is achievable within the constraints of the 
individual and society) is lower than the legal minimum. Since 
the age of 18 was fixed on health grounds (and the age should 
indeed be higher for a demographic impact) there is therefore 

an urgent need to rapidly push-up the optimum towards the legal 
minimum, which underlines the importance of bringing about rapid 
social change, particularly, through female education and 


income-generating activity. 


Need for monitoring 
120. The CMRA Amendment of 1979 has for all purposes remained on 


paper for want of close and continuous monitoring at the field 
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level. Though the progress of the legislation is tardy because 
of the inadequate social and political support, a central 
monitoring mechanism as adopted by the National Family Planning 
Programme is not in evidence, It is also doubtful whether there 
is any periodic review of the progress of legislation through > 

a formal conference of the implementing officers in various 
states, on the analogy of the Conference of Chief Registrars of 
Births and Deaths, periodically convened by the Registrar General, 
India to discuss the progress and problems in the implementation 
of the Registration of Births and Deaths Act, 1969. 


121. Admittedly, a major handicap in monitoring the marriage 
legislation is the absence of marriage registration. Though 
some documentation of a marriage may be available in respect 
of marriages in the Muslim and Christian Communities because 
of the institutionalisation of marriage to a large extent, no 
Such basic document on the ‘fact of marriage' may be available 
on Hindu marriages, which are considered more sacramental than 
legal. Even if the document on a marriage is available, the 
critical point is whether the age of the spouses is correctly 
entered therein. Without an authentic information on age, it 
would be futile for any enthusiastic social worker to complain 
to the designated authority about any marriage performed in 
contravention of the law on minimum age. Thus the ideal 
documentation for monitoring the legislation is to prescribe 


‘registration of marriages which would have to be accompanied 
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by the birth certificate of the spouses. Such a measure would 
take time to reach a level for policy intervention, If an 
experimental design on marriage registration is tried out in 
'typical' districts in close cooperation with the District 
Registrar of Births and Deaths, the difficulties in monitoring 
a national level marriage registration programme could be 
assessed and remedies sought. 


122. In sum, then,the Marriage Legislation CMRA Amendment 1973 
suffers from several inherent defects and beweff of the required 
social and political support the results are far from satisfactory. 
This is, however, not to deny the supreme importance cf this 
legislation for the scores of young girls who are waiting to 
enter their marital status. The point to be emphasized is that 
the Minimum Age Legislation is ‘necessary but not sufficient! 

to secure the social objective of preventing early marriages, 
particularly in rural India. 
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123. What is the Outlook for the future? Would the legislation 
make a headway? What factors are likely to compound the problem 
further? Is sexually segregated education and employment possible? 


124, According2Dy , ko the Population Projection of the Registrar 
General, India, there were 147 million boys and 139 million girls 
in the age group 0-14 in 1986 who would be entering their 
reproductive ages by the end of the century and also look out for 
employment opportunity. This phenomena would intensify through 
2001 as Table 50 shows. It could be assumed that the age at 
marriage for males would respond to the exogenous changes, while 
the age at marriage of girls would be largely endogenized in the 
family set up and is therefore a hard-core problem, 


125. Let us examine the female momentum in the population till 
2001, data on which is given in Table 51, According to the 
Registrar General - 


"It is noticed that female population in the reproductive 
age group 15-44 which increased at the rate of 2.23% and 
2.68% during 1961-71 and 1971-81 will increase by 2.85% and 
2.83% respectively in 1981-86 and 1986-91, Only in 1991-2001 
would the rate decline. Similarly, the number of married 
females in the reproductive age group 15-44 is also likely 
to increase by 2.36% and 2.33% during 1981-86 and 1986-91 
compared to 1.96% and 2.17% respectively in 1961-71 and 
1971-81, The slightly lower growth rate of married females 
compared to females in age group 15-44 is due to the 
assumption that the age at marriage would increase. During 
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the 1990s, however,the growth of married females is likely 
to go down", The projected value of proportion married in 
the age group 15-44 in various states is given in Table 52, 
The Registrar General has "assumed that the proportion may 
not go below 60% by 2000. This is the level reached by 
countries like Sri Lanka in 1980. In Sri Lanka the 
proportion was 61.76%. It has been assumed that in Tamil 
Nadu and Maharashtra with higher urban percentage and 
higher female literacy the proportion may decline faster, 
Therefore the second degree curve has been fitted in these 
two states, In all other states, the proportion marricd 
in 15-44 has been assumed to decline linearly till 2001", 


125. Table 52 shows that 3: 
(i) At the national level 74 per cent of the females would 


be married in 2001 compared with 86 per cent in 1961, 


(ii) At the state level, the percentage varies from 60 
in Kerala to 85 in Bihar, 


(iii) Next to Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Andhra Pradesh 
would have more than 80 per cent of females married 
in 15-44 - perpetuating the near universality of 
marriage. 


126. The Registrar General has also extrapolated the population 
married assuming that the first order difference will remain 
constant. "Under the assumption, the proportion married would 
De Jiegueewer cent im,1991 and 73.64 per cent in 200127 gt is 


73.64 
expected (vide Table 52) that roughly, 12 per cent (1 = 33-50 ) 


decline in fertility as measured by GFR may be anticipated in 
the next 20 years due to increase in age at marriage which is 
a non-family planning measure, If however, the pattern of growth 
in literacy accelerates, this may decline faster. This, therefore 
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has to be considered as a lower limit", 


127. In making the projections, the Registrar General has 
assumed that the age at marriage would increase but has not 
quantified the assumption. If the parallel assumption of the 
Registrar General that proportion married in 15-44 would 
decrease in each decade at the rate at which it decreased in 
1971-81 is also applied to the age at marriage, then the 
increase of 1.1 years in mean age in rural areas and 0.8 in 
urban areas in 1971-81 (vide Table 2A) would imply that the 
mean age would be 17.6 and 18.7 in rural areas and 18.4 and 
19.2 in urban areas in 1991 and 2001 respectively. Further, 
since 18.4 is a mean, it also implies that there would be 
several marriages below the mean and it would therefore take 
time beyond 2000 to eliminate totally the incidence of 
marriages in rural India below the legal minimum of 18 years, 
In urban areas, there is a possibility of achieving the goal 
by 2000 AD. 


128. Regarding the prospects in the States, we refer to Table 4 
which gives the statewise SMAM for 1971 and 1981 as the estimate 
of mean is not available at the state level. We see that the 
SMAM (which is usually higher than the mean) is as low as 16.1 
in Rajasthan, 16.5 in Bihar and Machya Pradesh, If the increase 
in 1971-81 remains unchanged in the future decades, the SMAMs 
would respectively be 17.1, 17.7 and 18.0 in 1991 and 18.1, 18.9 
and 19.5 in 2001. Accordingly, Rajasthan may not achieve an 
SMAM of 18 in this century while Bihar could achieve it in the 
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mid 90s. The SMAMs of Andhra Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and Haryana 
were also lower than 18 in 1981 ana one could therefore expect 
that they would achieve SMAM above 18 in 299n. 2t te again 
emphasized that a SMAM of 18 being an average implies that 
Sizeable number of women would marry before 18, Also within the 
States, there are problem areas; for example, the districts of 
Eastern Uttar Pradesh and Bundelkhand. If all the women marry 
at or above the legal minimum of 18 years, the corresponding 
SMAM would be well above 20 years. On this basis, it appears 
that Bihar, Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan cannot attain the 
minimam age in this century while Andhra Pradesh, Haryana and 
Uttar Pradesh may be nearer that goal if they maintain the rate 
of increase achieved in 1971-81, 


129, The purpose of the above indicative analysis is not to fix 
dates, but to focus attention on the urgent measures needed, 
particularly in those states where the prospects regarding 
reaching legal minimum, appear to be bleak. With two=third of 
the population illiterate and nearly half characterized by 
poverty, the enforcement of the legal minimum becomes even more 
difficult in the absence of an effective registration system, an 
efficient and committed social administrative machinery and above 
all, a woeful lack of institution at the grassroots level, 


130. The prospects depend on the way ‘all societies develop 
techniques for dealing with the potentially explosive aspects of 
girls' sexual coming of age (Ruth Dixon, 1976). In areas such as 
marriage and contraception (which are interrelated) which are 
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individual (or household) behavioural factors, a change cannot be 
expected unless there is an earlier change in the 'deep seated 
structural mechanisms in society's As young men and women try to 
adjust to the changing social and cconomic patterns both the 
marriage patterns and contraception rate would change. We have 
discussed in Section III and IV the importance of two factors 3 
rural female literacy and employment in raising the age at 
Marriage. The critical issue is how to increase these opportunities 
for women and expose them to different life styles within the 
_Yesource constraints and social r¢ jyidities. Education is certainly 
a more secular investment which is of value even after marriage as 
it would enhance the decision-making power in matters such as 
health and family planning. As Caldwell and Reddy (1983) observe 
‘education is largely the way of orcering the new marriage market! 
and as Jain (1985) suggests 'female education is seen as a 
catalyst of social change to bring about greater female autonomy', 


131. Employment, however, important it is in the process of 
increasing the age at marriage may diminish in its significance 
after marriage in view of the 'role incompatability' of women as 
a worker and mother. Since unemployment and underemployment are 
affecting both men and women, is a policy of sexually segregated 
employment feasible? As Ruth Dixon suggests "Sexually segregated 
employment, although highly conservative from a Western perspective, 
can offer truly revolutionary opportunities tc women in countries 
and locations where the prevailing mode is absolute exclusion from 
Public life and isolation within the domestic spheres. .eee.' 
Segregation of the sexes provides channels of upward mobility 


that would otherwise be foreclosed if women were to compete 
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directly with men for these positions, Schemes that combine 
education (functional education, skill emprovement) with 
employment could offer optimum advantages. Ruth Dixon also 
Suggests a cooperative form of social organization for women 

and a ‘package deal’ policy "consisting of factors operating 
together : non-agricultural employment, living quarters for 
unmarried women, money incomes, shared responsibility and 
leadership, cooperative ownership; the acquisition of vocational 
Skills; training in functional literacy; the provision of family 
Planning and child care services for married women on the jobs; 
peer=-group support and solidarity from co-workers; and a source 

of pride and prestige, apart from marriage and child bearing. 

The expectation is that these projects would become self-generating 
with long-term potential for rural development. They should change 
both the attitudes of women toward themselves and their roles, and 
given time, the attitudes of men as well", 


132. One indication of a possible raise in age at marriage of girls 
in urban areas is the likelihood that boys, other than those 
depending on agricultural for livelihood, may postpone their 
marriage till they have a fairly secure jobg. Such grooms may also 
insist on having more 'mature' wives to adjust to non-rural 
surroundings. And as Caldwell and Reddy (1983) anticipate "the 
rise in women's age at marriage is aimost certainly self- 
sustaining in that as the society becomes more accustomed to 
unmarried girls beyond the age of menarche, there will be less 
concern about the situation. One result would be a greater 
likelihood of girls staying on at school, which will itself be a 


further force for raising the age at marriage. The reduced age 
gap between spouses is already producing, atleast in the context 
of rural India, a somewhat more companionate marriage and that 
Change too would not be easily reversible". The future indeed 
depends on how a macro-reform like raising the age at marriage, 
would progress in balance with the micro~rigidities, particularly 
of the rural society. 
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Section VII : Recommendations 


B93. Policy le 

L¢ Since raising the age at marriage is important from 
the health and demographic angles, nuptiality policy 
Should be an essential ingredient of a comprehensive 
population policy. 

Ze Age at marriage being crucial in raising the status of 
women, any human resource policy should be sensitive 
to the women's issues. 

36 Recognising that policies that encourage the younger 
generation to delay their marriage will also be 
conducive to limit their fertility after marriage, a 
close integration of such policies and optimum 


utilisation of the resources is necessary. 


134. Law 
4. The Child Marriage Restraint Act and its 1978 Amendment 
have inherent defects. The offence being not cognizable, 
enforcement of the law Gepends on complaints from the 
enthusiastic public. Though such powers should not be 
vested in low level official hierarchy as that could 
result in harassment, it would be necessary to designate 
senior officers, such as Magistrates, Inspector General 
etc, to take cognizance of such offence. This could 
create in the community more respect for the law. Since 
marriage is also a vital cvent like births or deaths 
the Registrar of Births and Deaths could also be empowered. 
or Effective enforcement of the legal minimum requires ; 
(i) an effective marriage registration system; 
(41) institutions at the grass roots level; and 


(iii) administrative efficiency and monitoring. 


6. The Registration of marriage needs to be gradually 
introduced, Since it is important that apart from 
the 'fact of marriage' (which has a legal value) the 
age at marriage has to be recorded correctly, the 
ideal document on marriage would be the one which 
contains copies of the official birth certificates 
of the spouses. In view of the social and cultural 
restraints, a system of registration of marriages 
needs to be gradually evolved, The suggestions in 
this context are 3 
(i) The Sample Registration System of the Registrar 

General which collects the data on births and 
deaths could be used to obtain data on marriages 
(date and age of spouses) on an experimental 
basis in same districts. 

(ii) The village sarpanch or panchayat institutions 
coulda be involved in registration of marriages 


in some experimental areas. 


135. Monitoring 


7. <A system of close and continuous monitoring needs to 
be set up on the lines of the monitoring and evaluation 
system in the family planning programme, While 
quantitative monitoring would take time as that requires 
registration of marriages, institutions like the Institute 
of Women Development Studies, National Council of Women 
etc, can set up an inter-disciplinary group to monitor 
closely the trends in age at marriage qualitatively by 
pooling available information and by interview methods. 

8. In the context of rural India, a mechanism for monitoring 


should include females of age 10+ as the target group. 
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A periodic review of the progress and problems in the 
enforcement of the age at marriage legislation through a 
formal conference of the implementing officers in 
different states, sociologists and demographers on the 
analogy of the conference of Chief Registrar of Births and 
Deaths, convened periodically by the Registrar General, 
the Legislation 
Apart from the inherent defects in the marriage 
legislation, there has also been a lack of conscious 
programme support 3; 

(i) through relevant social inputs such as faster 

growth of female literacy; 
(ii) through media and awareness building; 

(iii} through leadership commitment. 
A comprehensive and conscious socio-cconomic back up to 
the legislation is directly needed so that we could build 
a climate in which later marriages would be acceptable. 
Literacy, skill improvement, income-generating labour and 
a security system in rural areas for unmarried girls have 
to be woven together. A holistic approach is needed to 
generate socio-economic conditions in rural areas with a 
view to reducing the social and economic dependence of 
women and to alter their marital patterns and reproductive 
behaviour - a transition as it were from reproduction to 
production. | 
In the area of education, rural female literacy of 
35 per cent appears to be a ‘trigger point' for increasing 
age at marriage. A transition from massive female 
illiteracy even to elementary literacy could change the 
early marriage pattern. Empirical evidence shows that 
female literacy pushes up the age at marriage faster than 
male literacy. As regards the levels, primary education 
raises the age at marriage by one year and secondary 


education by further two yearsSe 
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Also schemes that are compatible with the life Style and 
work=pattern of young girls could be Successful. Examples 
Of this approach are - 

(i) funetional literacy or functionally relevant 
education throuch non-formal means which would tell 
the young and the adults about health, sanitation, 
crop production and use of recds. and grass in roof 
construction, cottage industries etc. - indeed all 
about their economics, environs and ecology, have 
potentialities in many ways. 

(ii) many girls are unable to attend a formal school because 
their domestic chores such as collecting fodder and fuel 
or cattle grazing would be affected, Nepal has successfully 
experimented with an early-morning class for such girls 
(vide Development International Jan/Feb 1987). 

(iii) Thailand has experimented with the traditional method 
of home-based childhcod education, 

(iv) Rural dormitories for young unmarried girls where they 
can acquire skills in household industries and in the 
economic utilisation of local resources, 


A sexually segregated employment policy needs to be 
carefully evolved by concentrating on the development of 
women=preferred industries, and ensuring that jobs are not 
taken away from men. Rural semi-industrial and service jobs 
for women, unlike traditional agricultural activities or 
housework could provice alternatives to early marriage. In 
Sri Lanka, education for young women, along with volunteer 
Service work became an effective substitute for early 
marriage. In China, a corps of rural-based non-agricultural 
workers attracted women. Primary health care and primary 
education are fields for employing more women. 


15. 
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A cooperative form of women's organisation or Rural Women's 
cooperatives have many advantages. It promotes bonds of 
solidarity and also enables the transmission of programmes 
on skills, health care, functional literacy to the young 
women gathered in a work centre, Women's workshops in 
Bangladesh produce a range of items of home consumption 3 


jams, jellies, bedcovers, mats, pottery, toys etc. 


8. Media Support 


16. 


: ie 


18. ; 


19. 


Apart from using the mass media to support the legislation 
(just as the TV is now being used in promoting the 
Registration of Births and Deaths), there is also need to 
develop persuasive communication at the grassroots, The 
message should not only focus on the harmful effects of the 
early marriage on the girl's health and risk to the child but 
also highlight the availability of viable alternatives to 
early marriage in rural areas. 

Incentives approach may also be rewarding. For example, 
instead of mass marriages for children which take place 

in some parts of the country, a scheme could be prepared 
for mass marriages for girls who have reached the legal 
minimum to be financed through public funds. Girls (10+) 
who participate in the education and employment programme 
should be eventually covered under the mass marriage 
programme. 

awareness building should start at various levels: girls 
(10+) in schools should be the prime target in such a 
programme. 

National leaders and policy makers should urge through public 
platforms the need to increase the age at marriage from the 
point of view of health, status of women and population 
growth and also highlight the viable alternatives that are 


being developed. 
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139. Experimental Designs 


20. Some of the recommendations cannot be taken up for large 
Scale implementation, Experimental designs are to be 
studied in the field in smaller areas. Examples in this 
regard are 3: 

(i) Sawai Madhopur District : It has a low literacy 
rate (13.6 per cent) among females 5+, a high 
proportion married (90 per cent) and a low age at 
marriage (12.9 years), An experimental design on 
setting up Rural Dormitories for young girls and 
promotion of functional education, would be 
relevant to this area. 

(ii) In Andhra Pradesh, which relative to other Southern 
States, has a low age at marriage, one of the 
economically backward districts could be chosen to 
try-out an experimental design on rural women's 
cooperative, 

(iii) Basti in East Uttar Pradesh is among the districts 
with low age at marriage (12.3 years in 1971) and 
a low rural female literacy of 7 per cent. An 
experiment with promotion of literacy as an input 
would be worthwhile. 

(In all these experimental designs, base-line data needs 

to be collected about the marital pattern, After the 

experimental intervention of about 2 years, data on 

marriage should again be collected in the experimental 


area to provide a 'before-after' comparison). 


140, Areas needing more social science research 
ZL¢ (i) The differences in spousal age and the concomitant 


marriage squeeze in which the stock of brides is 
higher than the companionate stock of grooms. 


(ii) 


(iii) 


(iv) 


(v) 


Kinds of women-favoured employment that contributes 


most to marital delay in rural areas, 


What are the alternative social security systems 
for unmarried rural girls, particularly for those 
who have attained puberty? 


Types of incentives-approach to marital 
postponement which would be sensitive to the 
rural society, 


How could monetization of agriculture increase 
the incomes of young women? 
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TABLE 1 Mean age at marriage by sex, decade 
Synthetic cohortst, India 1901-81 


se eS 


Decade Mean age at marriage (yrs) Legislation on 
Males Females Differences Minimum Age 
Ri: Col (2)= Col (3) oe 
— EEE ORR PORE GE 
1901-11 20.4 r3.0 Te4 
1911-21 BU. 7 r3e5 Te2 
£921.31 [3,5 i 6.0 Sarda Act in 1929 
: Boys 18 : Girls 14 
1941-51 19.9 £54 4.5 Amendment in 1949 
Giriae25 
1951-61 a.9 + JES 5 4 6.4 Amendment in 1956 
Girls 16 
1961-71 Beet 2 ae 546 
4971-81 23.4 18.4 5.0 Amendment in 1978 
Boys 21 Girls 18 
Increase 
in 1901-81 3.0 564 


Source : P H Reddy, Age at marriage in India, 1985 (Typescript) 


+ Prom the data on proportion single by age group, the 
singulate mean age at marriage is calculated by applying 
S N Agarwala's method of decade synthetic cohorts, 
which gives estimates for the decade as a whole. 


References S N Agarwala : India's Population Problem 
(Tata McGraw-Hill Publishing Company 
New Delhi, 1985) ae 


* The Registrar General's indirect estimate by Agarwala's method 
is 22.38 and 17.97 for 1971-81 and the direct estimate of mean 
age from response to the Census question on age at marriage 
for females is 16.76 (Rural 16,51 and Urban 17,63). 


TABLE 2A Median age at marriage of currently 


married women by reliqions, India 
to peed L981 


Bee con Rural Urban 
“SEES We = | 1981 1971 1981 
i Kae RM 
i5ed Gb S~ 4) 16.0126. 6) 16,5(16,.8) 27,417 gee 
255 15.9 16,4 17.3 
Muslims 15.4 1559 16.4 1762 
Christians 18,5 19.52 19.3 19,8 
Sikhs a 19,0 17.8 19,1 
Buddists 1 Sect L642 45,8 16.5 
Jains Lay 16.6 sas 18.5 


Source : Statement 12, Report on 5 per cent sample, Census 
1981 Median gives the age at which half of the 
currently married women are married. According 
to the Registrar General such data are useful to 
study differentials in rural-urban, religions and 
educational levels. 


Figure in brackets is the mean age at marriagee 
Both the mean and median are estimated directly 
from the response to census question on age at 

marriage. 


TABLE 2B Percenta age distribution of ever ation of ever married 


women by age grou group < “and religion, Li religion, India 1981 


Age group 


ALY Hindus 


Muslims Christians Sikhs 
Religion 
SO ROMERO. aCe 
RURAL 
All ages 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.9 100.0 
Less than 15 Nee 1.9 1.5 0<2 0.3 
15-19 8.1 8.3 9.0 22 cee) 
20-24 13.8 Bac7 14.9 Gey 12.6 
25-29 13.3 3.2 14,4 14.9 14.0 
30-34 1235 21.5 11:39 12.9 12.8 
35-39 10.6 10.6 10.5% 11.8 10.4 
40-44 9,3 9.3 8.9 9.6 9.5 
45-49 145 7.9 oe 9.4 8.7 
507 43.3 53 9 bie 27.47 28.7 
URBAN 

All ages 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Less than 15 0.6 0.6 Og Oes 0.2 
5-19 5.8 5.8 Too 24 2.5 
20-24 14.7 7 15.5 11.6 13.8 
25-29 16.0 16.0 15.5 16.6 16.9 
30-34 12u8 12.8 ee 13.8 13.6 
35-39 £46 £1 <5 Li gS 133% 148 
40-44 9.1 941 9.1 9.6 9.4 
45-49 7.9 7.8 7.6 9,0 9.0 
507 21.5 21.5 20.6 24.8 22.9 


Source: Statement 23, Report on 5 per cent sample - 


* oxciuding Assam 


a NL ON 


ee a 


oe 


1981 Census 


Ph % 


TABLE 3 Median age at marriage of currently married 


women by educational level, India 1971 and 1981 


Educational Rural Urban 

“yet A ae ee ae ae 

All educational levels 153a £6.90 16.5 17.4 
Illiterate 15.4 15.8 15,9 16.4 

_ Literate but: below middle 16.2 16,49 16.8 ts Pe 
Middle but below matric NA L746 NA 18.0 
Matric but below graduate 19.4 19.2 19.9 19.7 
Graduate and above | 3 21,8 21.6 22e1 


me es eer a OOS eee ees eee eee eS eee eee SiS 


Sources Statement 13, Report on 5 per cent Census, 1981 


Median —- See note in Table 2 


TABLE 4 Singulate mean age at marriage™ by sex - 
IndiaM and States 1971 and 198 


oe ee oe ee 


India/State Male Female 
a sae el 1981 1971 1981 
a 2 a ao Ge 
India 22.4 234.9 Tee 18,3 
Andhra Pradesh 22.7 23.0 L642 Ji 
Bihar 19,8 2 aS L1ae3 16,5 
Gujarat aeee 7 18,4 19.5 
Haryana 20.5 21.7 16.6 L7e2 
Karnataka 25.0 2569 L748 1952 
Kerala 26.7 24ew 21.0 21.9 
Madhya Pradesh 2o.7 20466 15.0 16.5 
Maharashtra 23.6 24.3 FES 18.8 
Orissa 2246 24.2 1743 19.0 
unjab 33.3 24.4 2502 21.0 
Rajasthan 19.5 2043 Lod 1652 
Tamil Nadu ZoaS 26.0 19.6 20.2 
Uttar Pradesh 19.3 2009 45.5 lve 
West Bengal 24.3 2567 179 1943 


AS EC ELE ELE LLL ALLL LLL ee ee et ee me 


Sources: Statement 11, Report on 5 per cent sample, Census 1981 


throm the data on population single by age group, 
the singulate mean age at marriage has been calculated 


by Hajnal's method using cross-section data. 


TABLE 5 Marital status of population of 


ee 


India, 1971 and 198i 


Marital Year Rural Urban 
Status Males Females _—_—C Males Females 
(1) a (3) (4) MSs oN 
Never married 1971 540 44.8 5 ea 49,0 
1981 54075 44.8 56.9 48.7 
Ever married 
Currently married 1971 42.2 45.7 40.5 42.4 
1981 4243 46.5 4i 6a 43,5 
Widowed 1971 3252 9,0 2.0 85% 
1981 Bit 8,2 Lek 762 
Divorced/ 1971 Ona 0.4 Oat 0,3 
Separated 1981 0.3 0.5 0.1 0.3 


Source: Statement 8, Report on 5 per cent sample, 
Census 1981. 


(Ever married is the tctal of currently married, 
widowed and divorced or separated). 


TABLE 6 


Age Grou Sex Rural 
re tren 
eee T? 2. a 


10-14 


15-19 


20-24 


25-29 


30=—34 


35-39 


Proportion ever married in the young 
age groups, 1981 


Males 


Females 


Males 


Females 


Males 
Females 


-Males 


Females 


Males 


Females 


Males 
Females 


Sources Statement 7, Report on 5 per cent sample data, 


TABLE 7 Proportion of ever-married women in 
age 15-19 in sclected countries 


Countries 


Year Proportion of ever-married 
in 15-19 
a a cm 

Japan 1975 1 
Korea, Rep. of 1974 4 
Sri Lanka 19°75 7 
Philippines 1973 9 
Malaysia, West 1974 se E 
Thailand 1977S 1s 
Indonesia 1973 25 
India 1971-72 a7 

1981 44 
Nepal 1976 63 
Bangladesh 1976 TF 
Weighted means for regions 
Latin America Lz 
Middle East 34 
Asia 41 
Africa * 


ee ee 


i ELE OE OOS EEN A LLL LLL LE OLLIE LE IE ee re er ee 
TS ET r - 


Source: Table 1, 3: Population Reports M 4, November 1979 
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TABLE 8 Singulate Mean Age at. Marriage SMAM of 


Eemales in selected countries of Asia 


Year 


a isi _ Pht lippines: Sri a 
1901 ~ - ~ Soe 
1903 . 20.9 is 
£939 - 21.9 - 
1946-48 LG. VP: 20.5 
1951-53 15.3 - - 20.9 
1957 L230 - - 
1960 : - 22.3 ~ 
1963 - - 22.0 
1970 21.4 226G - 
1971 ad w 2 - ~ 23.5 
1981 ao..3 a "a : 


Sources Gaving W Jones (1978) 


Anrudh K Jain (1985) 


Thailand 
6 


Year 
a eS ba 
RURAL 
pos 46.9 22.0 1369 
1971 45.7 13.5 61.0 
1981 46.5 oe ae 
URBAN 
1961 43.2 6.8 51.6 
1971 42.4 3.7 35.9 
1981 43.5 2n2 27.9 


TABLE 9 


Proportion of currently married females 


by age group 1961, 1971 and 1981 


ia Proportion currently married in age grou 
25-29 
16) 


- RS ee a 
a SE 


20-24 

__ 
93.2 
91.4 


88,4 


85.5 
719.7 


lies 


94.5 


95.3 


eke PY 


92.8 


93.5 


91.4 


30-34 
a ae 


71.5 


94,1 


75<4 


Pig 2 


Sources Statement 9, Report on 5 per cent sample, Census 1981 


TABLE 10 


Proportion of married females in the 


ounger 


os India and States S71 and Toate 


Soe groups India and States, 1971 and 1981 


ata, AO 


20—24 
2971 1981 
7 
88,8 84,4" 
91.4 88.4 
re ae 1365 
25°F 90.4 
2503 93.4 
88,6 82.9 
23,9 88,8 
86.8 78.8 
64.2 57.7 
95.4 Se 
88.1 84.0 
I203 86.8 
77.6 67.4 
96.6 94.7 
81.2 TSa% 
335.3 et | 
85.0 77.8 


India/States Proportion of currently married females in age 
group 
10-14 15-19 
1971 1981 1971 1981 
AG Pe" | ae 

India Total aS 6.6 55 ae 43,5 
(44,1) 
Rural 73.5 78 61.8 49.0 
(49,7) 
Urban Wel Zi2 3550 yA 
(28,2) 
Andhra Pradesh Reel o.6 66.9 56.4 
Bihar 21.2 10.8 76a 64.1 
Gujarat 3-6 Zig 396m 26.9 
Haryana e~5 70 61.0 47.4 
Karnataka 6.6 3.8 49.6 3642 
Kerala Oe 5 o.3 Soa: 14.0 
Madhya Pradesh 2541 1321 The? 62.7 
Maharashtra 6.8 ey 5S Sau 38.1 
Orissa a 7 eae 56.7 30,9 
Punjab isan 1 eae 2 aa 14 ge 
Rajasthan 24.9 £3, 3 1368 64,3 
Tamil Nadu 0.5 0.4 2648 2269 
Uttar Pradesh moe 1 tie igeo 60.5 
West Bengal eZ Leo 51.4 3'l saa 


——— ee 


—~— SS CT -- 


Source: Chapter 4 Report based on 5 per cent saimple, Census 1981 
Figures in brackets give the proportion of ever=-married 


women 


* excludes Assam. 
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TABLE 11 Ever married women by age at marriage ;: 1981 


Age at Rural Urban 
Marriage Number % Number % 
million million 

2 Oi OMe CMe oe 
10-11 8.28 6,1 1.23 Sad 
12-13 14.59 t0.7 2.80 744 
14-15 39.97 atad 6,55 2206 
16-17 24.78 igs il lata 20.4 
Less than i8 87.62 64,1 20.28 oe Pw 
18-19 18,48 aS 6.81 18.0 
20-21 £4.55 10.6 4,89 12.9 
22-23 219 LO 1.47 3.9 
pa“ 2.67 2.0 1.51 4.0 
All ages stated $256.54 fe 34.95 i Pe 


Ages not stated 
and age at marriage 


less than 10 years Liye See 2404 tes 
All Ages 136,58 100.0 37.82 100.0 


—— ne 


Sources: F-1 Tables from Report on 5 per cent sample 
data, 1981 Census 


TABLE 12A Ever married women by present age and 
age at marriage, 1981 Urban 


eee 


Age at Present age 


Marriage Less than 20 20-29 30-39 4ot All ages 
(1) (2) 6) NE IE Se 


10-11 On Oe '3 0.3 0.6 2 
12-13 0.3 eae 0.6 Le2 Se 
14-15 Os3 aa Zant 3.6 8.5 
16-17 037 225, La 2.6 . ee | 
RE a ne ee 
18-19 Os 226 let Zea 6.8 
20-21 - 1.6 La? Lek 4.9 
22-23 ~ 0.6 0.4 Dee 5 
Bat é ie.8 0.6 Oe 5 
ae Cll 
All ages 
including unspeci- 11.6 9.2 14.6 37.8 
fied and below 4s : ‘. 
10 years 


See 


Marginal totals may not tally because of rounding 


Source: F-1, Part A, Report on 5 per cent sample, 
Census 1981 


re 


age 
and age at marriage, 1961 Rural (millions) 


—_——— 


TABLE 12B Ever married women by present g 


Age at Present age 


marriage Less than 20 20-29 30-39 40+ All ages 
eee pM SED _ (4) (5) (6) 


10-11 1.2 1:6 f 6 6m 8.3 
12-13 2.3 4.0 3.1 5.2 Ps 
Lass 3.9 9.7 9.4 17.0 40,0 
16-17 a6 8.1 5.8 8.3 24.8 
Below 18 10.0 2327 19,9 34.0 87.7 
18-19 0.6 6.6 a3 fia 18.5 
20-21 = 343 ». am g.4 14.6 
52-93 a ae 5.6 0.9 2.2 
24t ‘ 0.3 0.7 +6 2.7 


All ages 

including 

unspecified 

and below 10 years 13.6 36.9 30,2 55,8 136.6 


Source: Table F-1, Part B, Report on 5 per cent sample, 
Census 1981 


TABLE 13 Percentage distribution of ever married 
women by age at marriage, 1981 


Age at Rural Urban 
marriage percentage percentage percentage percentage 
of ever mar- of ever mar- of ever of ever 
ried women of ried women married married 
all ages aged less than women of women less | 
eo 20 years all _ ages than 20 year: 
(1) meet 2) C3) (4) (5) 
10-11 6.1 po ee Swe 4.3 
12-13 10.7 16.9 724 A342 
14-15 29.42 28. 2240 27689 
16-17 £31 19 4 2054 29.2 
Below 18 64.1 74,42 fe | taeadD 
18-19 a5 4.1 18.0 9.3 
207 14.2 ‘ 20.8 - 
Unclassified 8.2 21,8 15 8.2 


All ages 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 


Sources Compiled from Table F-l, Report on 5 per cent 
sample data, Census 1981, 
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TABLE 14A Median age at cohabitation of Indian women 
ey religion and residence 


, . . SRERAL 2 SAN 
Religion Legal Cohabi- Differ- Legal Cohabi- Differs 
marri-= tation ence marri- tation ence 
age : age 
(1) 5) (3) (4) t=) (6) (7) 
Renae ec? ee) Bene C-) I RT 
Hindu 56:2 16,9 eRe. 16.9 e722 O23 
Muslim 16.4 16.8 0.4 16.8 0 0.2 
Christian £o..7 18.8 O-F 19.4 19,4 0.0 
Total ne. 3 p Sp 5 #8) ey 16.9 Riwo 0.4 


re eer ee eer 


Se re re eee ee i eee 


Source: Registrar General, India: Vital Statistics 
Division (1975) 
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TABLE 14B Median age at cohabitation by period in 


ee me 


Residence Before 1948- 1953— 1958— 1963- 1968- 
1947 1952 1957 1962 _.. O67 1972 
(i) (2) 3) (4) (5) (6) (7) 
Rural 15.6 16.9 16.9 wee 7.3 Lisa 


Urban 16.7 LTEO Be ge L763 be Fae 18.5 


Source: Registrar General, India Vital Statistics 
Division (1975) 


(According to the Census the age at marriage 
was 14.7 in 1941 and 17.1 in 1971) 
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TABLE 17 Literacy among rural female population 
aged '2and above' and "10 and above’ 
1981 - india, States (Rural ae 


—— Ser a 


iad = RIT ages 5 aa Spee te Popul ation 
re ry —on 
India 1a, 3 LEO 20.7 20.9 
Andhra Pradesh L7,3 14,1 16,2 15,6 
Bihar 16.5 4052 11.8 11,8 
Gujarat 135 24.1 27.6 27.4 
Haryana 179 15.4 L7.9 17,5 
Karnataka 19.2 19.8 2247 22.4 
Kerala an .9 64.3 71.9 73.0 
Madhya Pradesh 26.5 9.0 10,5 10.6 
Maharashtra 18,8 24.9 28,3 2tee 
Orissa 19,0 18,5 21.0 Zi ga 
Punjab 21,0 27.6 31.4 30.6 
Rajasthan 16,1 Big. 6.4 6.6 
Tamil Nadu 2042 25.8 ee 27.8 
Uttar Pradesh 17.8 9e5 Lied 11,2 
West Bengal “9.3 AZed 2543 26.7 


a reer 


A ee ee ee ee eee 


Source: Statements 11 and 48, Report on 5 per cent Sample, 
1981 Census 


TABLE 18A Zcero-order correlation coefficients of 


mean age _at marriage of males and females 
and selected socio-economic Variables, 197i 
LS TRO or s a ee Mate onne 


Socio-economic variables Correlation,with mean age 


at Mabriage 


ee ——— a aa a 
Proportion of effective literates 03522 0.852 
Proportion living in urban areas 0.475 — 0.676 
Per capita income 0.310 0,547 
Proportion in labour force - 0,059 05 333 
Proportion in non-agricultural occupation 0.168 0,422 
SEE Ee ee tae Ue 


Source: 18A and B : PH Reddy and Y S Gopal (1980) 
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TABLE 18B Partial correlationt coefficients 


Males Females 
ro r 
246 = 0.395 06.789 «= 0.148 
C r 
04.16 = 0.045 07.689 = 0.696 
U6é16 = + 0.161 “08.679 = 0,075 
r 
O9,678 « O72 42 
where where 
) = mean age at marriage @) = mean age at marriage 
of males (dependent of females (dependent 
variable) variable) 
7. = proportion of 6 = per capita income 
effective male 
literates y = proportion of 
effective female 
4 = propcrtion of males literates 
living in urban areas 
8 = female labour force 
6 = per capita income participation rate 
9 = proportion of females 


living in urban areas. 


"rt is a correlation between the dependent variable (0) 
and anyone of the factors (6,7,8,9) with the others 


remaining constant, 


TABLE 19° Zero order correlation coefficients 
petween female mean age at marriage and 
selected variables, Uttar Pradesh, 197 


on ees ce 


and 198i” 
| Correlation coefficient with 
Variable mean age at marriage 


: Males. . Female 
1961 1971 1961 we! 


. Ok a a eee Sy 


Se) Se ee | ee 


% literate - = -605 2612 
% primary and above 6434 esa7 635 5653 
% urban population. 554 ~650 «652 2677 
% female employed in 

agriculture -. 762 ~,641 -.J7L -.672 
per hectare yield 2454 2 463 2619 6578 


— 


Source: Srivastava 1982 


TABLE 20A3 Percentage of currently married women in 
age group 15-19 by literacy, Project area, 


Orissa 1982 
Area Illiterate and Primary Matric 
literate without and and above 
formal education middle 


a MA} we  #© 


—_—— ew mele — 


Rural &1 54 2544 5.8 
Urban S2é2 22i2 6.4 
Ee ae a 


Source: Tara Kanitkar and Sinha (1986) 


TABLE 20B: Average age at marriage for currently 


married women by literacy, Project Area, 
Orissa 1982 


Attribute Average age at marriage 
Rutaaee Urban 
(1) Ss re. oa 2 3 

Literatee of Husband 
Illiterate and literate without 

formal education isve 15.8 
1-4 at school 15.8 16.0 
5-9 at school LSae8 1623 
107 16,3 16.8 
AE of Wife 
Tlliterate and literate without 

formal education iSom 15.8 

=f 16,2 i656 
5-9 16.8 Gar 
107 19.0 1955 


[a oe oe ce 


Source: Tara Kanitkar and Sinha (1986) 


eS me, 


Marriage Cohort 
Illi- 


Before 1965 14,4 0 


1965-69 LS,4 15.8 
1970-74 - 16,0 L6,7 
1975-79 16.7 47.5 
1980-82 L724 a> Ps 


TABLE 213 Average age at marri 
married women 15. 
ASST Ree TS 


___ RURAL 
Lite- 
terate rate __ence 


(1) (2) (3) 
rte ee (3) 


Differ- 


(4) 


O59 


Te 


— eee 


2a, Orissa 1961 


age for currently 


“4.9 by marriage cohort 
and literacy, Project A 


ae 


eee 
Illi- Lite~ Niffer— 
terate rate ence 
es) (6) (7) 
3) (6) 7 ae 
emi LS, O43 
pe 16.6 0.9 
1641 1 Tae 1s6 
16.5 18.4 1,9 
tis 19,4 see | 


EE aS per hegre ee LLL 
Se ar een pee tpeeeeccinaee 


Source: Tara Kanitkar and Sinha (1986) 
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TABLE 23 Age at marriage and proportion of urban 
population among female by States, 1981 


State | Singulate Proportion Proportion Proportion 
mean age married Urban Urban 
ab. 15-19 (Female) (Total) 
marriage is 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 
Andhra Pradesh lives 56.5 2269 2308 
Bihar 16,5 64,1 lige 1l2s2 
Gujarat 19,5 2669 30.4 Ji ie 
Haryane Fas 47.4 2166 22.0 
Karnataka 19 ¢2 36.2 28.3 28.469 
Kerala 21.9 14,0 18.7 18.8 
Madhya Pradesh LOys 62a 19,6 20.3 
Maharashtra 18,6 3895 33e2 35.0 
Orissa iLoae 30.9 11.0 11.8 
Punjab 21,0 142 27.3 27.7 
Rajasthan 16.4 64.3 20.5 20.9 
Tamil Nadu 20.2 2226 32.6 32.9 
Uttar Pradesh 17.8 6065 17,6 18,0 
West Bengal 19.43 37s 25.0 2660 


ee A I LL 


ELE LE LD AE, LI 


Source: Cols (2) and (3) Report on 5 per cent sample 


Cols (4) and (5) Provisional Population Totals, 
Census 1981 


TABLE 24:3 Rural mean oge at marriage for females by 


Sevelopment levels, 1961 and 1971, Uttar Pradesh 
Level of Number of Mean age at marriage for females 
development districts in years 


. 1961 1971 
(i) (2) (3) (4) 
re eee 


I Highest 10 LS, 4 +660 
rT Second 10 14.4 15.4 
fen 8 8=6Third 8 14.3 1540 
IV Lowest 28 13.8 14.7 


State average 
ef district 
means 54 14,3 A Sek 


Sources: Srivastava (1980) 
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TABLE 25A3 Average age at marriage fOr currently 


married women by standard of living index, 
Project Area, Orissa, 1962 


Standard of Age at marriage of currently married women 


living index Rural Urban 
C2) SOY 3) 


7 a 
O-4 L5.5 £6,0 
5-9 $547 L662 
10-14 L6,1 16.4 
15-20 LG 7 a7 gt 


TABLE 25B% Average age at marriage of currently married 
women by different marriage cohorts and by 


Standard of living index, Project Area, 
Orissa 1982 


Marriage Cohort Age at marriage i 
SET (O24) SLI(5-9 SLI(10 
(1) (2) ; (3) (4) 


RURAL 
Before 1965 14.5 14.4 4,7 
1965-69 15.4 15.6 15.7 
1970-74 15.9 i. 3 16,7 
1975-79 16.8 17,0 17.3 
1980-82 17.4 17.8 19,0 
URBAN 
Before 1965 14.8 15.4 15.2 
1965-69 16.1 15.6 16.3 
1970-74 L6g.1 LO, / ; se ae 
1975-79 tii 17.9 18,1 
1980-82 13,7 b7.3 19,2 


—— 


ae 


Source: Tara Kanitkar and R K Sinha (1986) 
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_ TABLE 26 Employment status (work-participation rate) 
of population of india 1961 by age group 


Marginal 

Age group _Main workers _workers  —s Néon-worrkers 
SS Male Female Male Female Male Female 
B (1) a LC: .20e (7) 
All ages aL. 6 14.0 1.0 5.8 47.4 80,2 
O-14 Die> 2—2 0.5 1.4 Pag0 95,9 
20-24 76.9 20.3 262 8.9 20.9 70.8 
BoO-29 91.4 22.5 1.5 9.6 ¥e4 67.59 
30-34 96.2 24,6 1.2 10.1 Ze5 6543 
BO—39 97.2 2604 0.9 10.2 268 63,6 
40-49 97.2 26.0 0.8 10.0 1.9 64,0 


Sources Table B-1: Report on 5 per cent sample, Census 1981 


(1981 Census recorded 223 million or 33.5 per 
cent of India's population excluding Assam as 
main workers of which 178 million were males 
and 45 million femaleg, Thus roughly women 
constituted only 20 ;.r cent of main workers). 


Pe. 


TABLE 2732 


Age group 


Work partici ation rates (per cent of 
populettone eation rate eee cerns 
kopulation) of main workers by sex and 


Fesidence, 1981 
ee EE ar. Urban 
Male Female Male Female 


a a 


All ages 
O-14 
15-19 
20-24 
25-29 
30-39 
40-49 
50-59 


Source: 


52,6 16,0 43.5 148 
6.3 Jem 268 0.9 
2oga 22.8 3155 6.2 
82.7 24.3 63,3 963 
9258 26a 86.8 262 
9657 28.5 94.9 toe i 
See 28.9 9545 15.3 
94,1 2349 86.9 ee 


Statement 55, Report on S per cent Sample - 


1981 Census 


TABLE 28: Distribution (percent) of main workers and 
marginal workers by industrial categories, 
1971 and 196i, — 
Industrial Category L9o7e 1981 
Male Female Male Female 


Main workers 


All Categories 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 
aa Cultivators 4539 29.8 43.17 3352 
d fp 8 Agricultural labourers a 50.9 19.6 46.2 
ye Livestock, forestry, 
fishing etc, Zee ae, Se3 1.9 
meee eae cutee e.._-._..___ 6926 e256 __ ae 6526 ___81.3___ 
V (a) Household industry 364 4.2 Py. 4.6 
(b) Other than household 
industry 6.7 2.8 8.9 365 
Other industries 20.2 10.4 AN FE 10.6 


Marginal Workers 


All Categories 160.0 10050 
z Cultivators ai. 7 47.9 
EE Agricultural labourers 23.3 41.4 
PEL Livestock, forestry 
Fishing etc. Jel Le 
ice a en an Ree 
V (a) Household industry 5.0 464. 
(b) Other than household 
industry =e 26a 
Other industries 1340 249 


3 rc 8 Report on 5 per cent sample data, 
Sources: Chapte Pp ae 


TABLE 293 Work-participation rates (per cent) for 
marginal, main and total workers, 1971 
and 1981, 


Residence Category LO FL 1981 
of Male Female Male Female 
workers 
(1) (2) 2 3 ay 5 (6 
Rural Marginal OgZ ae Lee 72 
Main 52346 13.4 52.6 16.0 
Total 53.6 15.9 [348 2202 
Urban Marginal O gt 0,5 0.5 140 
Main 8.8 6.7 48.5 Teo 
Total 48,9 Tet 49.1 8,3 


ee 0 i hn 


Sources Statement 62: Report on 5 per cent sample, 
Census 1981, 


TABLE 303 Statewise distribution of female population 
by work-s: 1981 


State Rural Urban 
iy i NW M MG Geen 
a ©) Te «)) OM MGs ~~: 
Andhra Pradesh S2ee 12.0 55,4 LBed 74ee 81.9 
Bihar 948 4,17 85,5 4.2 0.7 95,1 
Gujarat Sane 11.8 7367 528 17.4 76.8 
Haryana 5.0 244 252.5 4.0 6.3 89.6 
Karnataka 2266 SB 2 6932 Ud Leet 88,2 
Kerala Vea 4,7 SiS 9e7 242 88.1 
Madhya Pradesh PAE 9.4 64.5 Qt. 1,2 eA 
Maharashtra 3169 8.9 5942 942 Py - 69.7 
Orissa lied | TAK Ps 1.8 90.5 
Punjab 2e5 Phe 2 90,2 4.6 3.0 72,4 
Rajasthan ier oad, 3 75,0 4.5 1.6 93.9 
Tamil Nadu 28,1 6.4 6545 Lise 1.6 67.2 
Uttar Pradesh 6.5 4.1 89.4 386 Leu 9533 
West Bengal 6.3 a,1 90.6 520 2.3 92.7 


LT AL SEE SS SSSESSSeenastenstesnessises 


Sources Table 5, Provisional Population Totals: Paper-3, 
Census 1981 


M 2 Main Workers 
MG : Marginal Workers 
NW : Non—workers 


TABLE 313 Statewise distribution of fem female main 
workers by agriculture and nol non=agriculture, 


oa 
State __ Rural Ss Urban eas Proportion 
Ag N-Ag Ag N-Ag married 
oo ae) a 15-19 
ai A (3) ay (a 
Antes Pradesh 86.6 13.4 3267 67.3 5653 
Bihar 91.6 8.4 28,3 Tle 64.1 
Gujarat 87.6 ee 4 26 80.4 26.9 
Haryana $5.1 14.9 Oe. 8959 47.4 
Karnataka eee FP £649 26.4 7306 36.2 
Kerala oe Pe 46.5 isa? 84.3 14.0 
Madhya Pradesh 9265 <> 26.8 7342 62.7 
Maharashtra S204 wat 20.5 19333 3842 
Orissa S2.7 v7.3 2263 1667 30.9 
Punjab Slag 42.7 Gel 91.9 14,1 
' Rajasthan Beyer 11.4 24.4 75.6 64.3 
Tamil Nadu 85.4 14,6 ee Ae TTS 22.8 
Uttar Pradesh 87.9 ee 4. toed SK 60.95 
West Bengal 65.9 34.1 54 94.6 3Tes 


ie eal 


Source: Table 4 Provisional Population Totals, 
Paper=-3 Census, 1981 


Ag : Agricultural 
N-Ag : Non-agricultural 
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TABLE 34 3 Average female age at marriage and 
age at consummation = Study Area, 
Rajasthan 1981 


Area Number Average at _ Differ- 
of house- Marriage Consu- ence 
holds mnation 

@) (2) _ (4) (5) 

Bharatpur 895 14.3 1535 a ie 
Kota 825 L340 18sa -—o 
Sawai Madhopur 849 12.9 1552 fan 
Rural 2027 L3ed 1549 262 
Urban 542 14.7 15.9 Lae 
Total 2569 1364 15.4 2.0 


Sources: Table 3, Sinha (1985) 
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TABLE 38: Mean ago at marringo and at first birth - 


Chitracurga (Karnataka), 4975 


Residence Number of Mean age of over-married women 
ae Co Marriage Conabitation 1st birth 
Rurat 

15-19 246 ye 15.2 16.5 
20-24 218 15.6 1507 17.6 
25-29 218 14.9 15.3 17.4 
30-34 180 14.9 L568 LJag 
35-39 433°. 14.6 1 Som 17«7 
ho-4d oh 1435 15.0 1jaa 
45-49 64 14.5 15.3 17.7 
Urban 

15-24 | 75 16.6 16.6 18.2 
25-49 L5a 16.1 16.2 18.4 


EE ALE CE AP RI LE LS LT I ECL Oe, 
A 


Source: Bloom and Reddy (1986) 
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TABLE 40 : Roproductive cyclo ovonts of womon ages 40-9 
by ace at first union for solectod ceveloping 
_countrics 


> > ~ar 
SS a Cree a A eee SLES EE LEE I A LT SE. el a ae ee ela acetal, 


ee 


SE Se eee cert: 


Country/Azco age at Reprocuctive cycle events 


at first first Ago at last Interval botweon hildren 

union birth birth first and last ever born 
een a 
= z 3) 

Guyana 

Age 25+ P2746 56.4 8.6 re) 

Janaica 
Age 20 1842 35-0 16.6 726 
Age 25+ 258 B6 ot 10.7 5.4 

Jordan 
Age 25+ 29.6 38,7 9.1 5.5 

Kenya 
Azo 20 £5 eS 3643 19.5 ie 
Age 25+ Sy 41.0 13.7 . 

Lesotho : 
Age 20 993 36.1 16.6 ee 
Age 25+ 2567 Ee a 7 9.3 o2 

Malaysia. | 
Age 20 18.6 3504 he A 
Age 25+ 29 09 36-7 eJU e 

Moxico spe 4 1 
as 25+ Bates 3769 97 5 

Poru 

ae A: 18.2 Se4 

6) 1loe2 36.0 a ~O 
mo 56+ 27 °3 33.0 10.8 5 

Syz22 | <9 8.9 
Age 20 18 69 7728 +O°8 528 
Ago 25+ m/e 41. 

Sri Lanka : bine ine 74 
Age 20 | a py 7.6 $. 3.00 
Ace 25+ SC, de Ls cn eee ae ren renner 

a} 7 nl oD, 


Source: World Fertility Survey Data 197 


TABLE 41: Sclocted studics based on Decomposition 


Pechniquo _ \ 
Country Fertility ____ Poroontage of decline due to 
and decline Change in Change in Change in 
period proporticn marital ALe~s0x 

merpied awed lige an he 

ee eee) ) 
Indonesia TFR decline 25 75 - 
1967/71-1976 503 ee aS 
Korea Rop.of CBR declino 55 50 6 
1960-70 k3 to 29 
Malaysia West CBR decline 67 28 5 
1960-69 43.to 35 
Sri Lanka CBR decline 63* 37 * 
1963-1971 34 to 30 


— ~ —— ke eee 
eee ee ee ree ee SLT OS LES COILS PE OOO = Es 


Source: Table 4; Populakian Reports (M-Nov 1979) 
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TABLE 42A: Tho offoct of 
at marriazo 
(Moan percentage of wonon age 15-19 evor- 
married in countries with high and low ratos 
for Threo socio-economic factors by Rogion) 


socic-coconomic factors on ago 


te i Ee ET ea ee te ce. me 


Ee ee. OLS ST es Ere: 


Region Modian Mean % of women age 15-19 ever- 
; narrioad in countrics with 
High rates Low rates Differcnce 

.. a aa TaeNES 
ES SS Oe Sa | 
Asia: 

Schooling(N=13) 64% 6 37 3%; 
WEBecnonically 

active (N=1/) | 42%, 6 39 a3 
JUrbanization(N=14) 22%. 6 39 a2 
Total”: 

Schooling(N=79) Lé4 15 51 36 

Economically 

active (N=82 37% 29 35 6 

Urbani zation(N=69) 30% 20 46 26 


TR re rm er ee ee ee eee 


= _——— ee oe ee en ee 


Source: Table 12, Populatisn Reports (M-November 1979) 


(High rate means above the regional median and 
low ratos bolow the regional median) 


+ Total of Asia, Middle Bast, Africa anc Ltin Amcorica.e 


) a 
TABLE 42B: Tho effect of ago at marriage (proportion of 
worton 15-19 covor marriod) anda s0cio-ccononic 
factors on fortility ; 


OO re eee, 


LOL LEE LET EOE Se eS «emer 


(Moan total fertility ratos (TFR) in countrios 
with high and low ago at narriage and high and 
low rates for Thrceoo socioc-cconomic factors by 


region) 
Region Mocian Mean TFR in countries with 
High ratos Low rates Difference 
[- soy. * Sai aa 
Asia: 
Age at marriage(N=14) 11% 3.4 5.5 pre 
Schooling (N=12) | 64% 336 ao a7 
Economically Active 42% 3.3 526 2.3 
. (N=13) 
Urbanization (N=13) 22% 335 5.3 1.8 
Total”: 
Age at marriage(N=87) 28% 47 6.3 1.6 
Schooling (N=81) 47g, Les 6.4 1.8 
Economically Active 39% 52 5.9 0.7 
(N=95) 
Urbanization (N=72) 30% bye! 6.3 1.2 


nn te ee ee ere 


OS ee ee ee ee 


Source; Table 13, Population Reports (M-Novomber 1979) 
(High rate moans above the regional modian and 
low rates bolow regional median) 
+ Theo total of Asia, Middlo Hast, Africa and L#in 
Ancrica. 
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TABLE 44 3; Maternal mortality by maternal age in 
scloctcd countrics 


LLL LE LSE EE BO Me eee 


(FS RR RR -y- Sige eee ee 
Maternal age Mecternal deaths por 100,000 livo births 
USA 1974 Thailand 1971 Matlab Thana 
bane ae 

ee 1963=70 
SE 68 A €-) N63 SSNS: Gs coe 
10-14 1770 

shag 204 

15-19 Tho 
20-24 10 154 330 
25-29 13 154 520 
30-34 : 24 209 620 
35-39 41 275 480 
honk S6 L7k S10 


a a a ae a 4 ‘4 


Scurces Figure 5, Chhabra ct al 1936 
(Original source: US Centre for Vital Statistics) 


TABLE 45: Average neonatal and infant mortality for 
Latin Awerican Countries, 1973 


a LL. ea 


Le 8 eS Mee: > re ee eee: 


Country Neonatal Mortality Infant Mortality 
(deaths in first 27 (deaths in first year 
Gays of life per of life per 1000 live 
COO live births) births a 
All mothers Mothers All mothers Mothers 
a ae eee NOY. 2A uncer 20 
ee le 
Argentina 32 53 80 133 
Brazil 34 52 65 104 
Chile . 27 32 ee 79 
Mexico 26 33 61 86 
USA «3 17 =? 26 


a lt TS EN a 


Source: Figures 6: Chhabra et al 1986 


(Original source: Adapted from Puffer and 
Serrano (1986) 


TABLE 46; Infant Mortality by age at marriage, 1978 


a seeeereen swans A ewe. Ee er eee 
Age at mMarriaze 


Infant Mortality 


Rural Urban 
<r e 7 
——. a ose aie). ae & 
INDIA 
Below 18 years 156 88 
18-20 132 67 
21 and above 90 K6 
All ages 736 71 
KERALA 
Below 18 years 52 24 
18-20 30 34 
21 and above 32 14 
All ages 42 26 
UTi AR PRADESH 
Below 18 years 275 115 
18-20 £55 106 
21 and above 145 L6é 
All ages 172 410 


Sources Survey on Infant and Child Mortality, 1979. 
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TABLE 48: Singulate mean age at marriage and 


literacy in Sri Lanka 1901-71 


Census Singulate mean age Literacy in 54 
Year at marriage 
Males Fenales Males Females 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 
1901 24.0 20%. 34.7 6.9 
1911 26.1 19.7 howd 10.6 
1921 26.9 20.3 - 438.5 18.0 
1946 26,6 20.5 61.5 37 48 
1953 26.9 20.9 759 53.6 
1963 27.3 22.0 793 63.2 
1972 28.0 25-5 8502 70.7 
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Source: Duza and Baldwin (1977) quoted from Sri Lanka 
Census, 1901-1971. 


TABLE 493 Mininun logal 
consent in selected countries 
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Country 


Asia 
Australia 


Bangladesh 


China 
India 
Indonesia 
Japan 
Korea 


Malaysia 


Philippines 


Sri Lanka 
Thailand 


Middle BPast/Africa 


Egypt 
Tunisia 
Nigeria 


Tanzania 


Latin America 


Argentina 
Brazil 
Cuba 
Mexico 
Developed 
france 

We Germany 
Italy 
USSR 

UK. 

USA 


Source? 
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Date cnacted/ 


1975/1977 
1979 
1950/1975 
1978 
1974/1977 
1976 
1958 
1975/1977 
1972 
1978/1979 
1976/1977 


1974 
1974/1977 
1979 
1971/1977 


1970/1977 
1975 
1975/1977 
1975 


1974/1977 
1975/1977 
1972/1977 
1976 
1969 


Table 15, Population 


ago at marri 
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18 
16 
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Reports - M, November 1979. 


agc with parental 


Mininum legal aC 


reported Male Fonale 
(1) ete) (3) (1) 


9-16 


17-18 


16 
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TABLE 52; Percentago of 


Marrlead females to total fer 
nee Eroup 1 =hie"Zndia and states 159i es881 
rena imarminsiaiamnatnientnsmapmemmeen cen a SE AS TN ruins wae 


India/State 


2 2s) Sa 


AS per Census 


1971 


1981 


Projected Porcent- Expected % 
ages 


1993... sue 


decline in 


——BO0L fertility 


due to 
increase in 
age at 
marriage 
(sce para 


126) 


India 83469 80.5 be a 73% 12 
Andhra Pradesh 83.4 S441 82.8 81.6 2 
Bihar 99.5 838.6 86.7 84.3 6 
Gujarat 80.7 7663 71.9 67.4 16 
Haryana 87.4 2257 7749 7322 16 
Karnataka 80.5 7Osd Vise 67.4 15 
Kerala* 6Fak 60.7 60.2 60.2 

Madhya Pradesh 91.0 S7 ek S3ad 19 02 ss) 
Maharashtra* 83.8 7928 7337 6547 22 
Orissa B5e5 77 4 69.4 61.4 28 
Punjab 7306 69.4 65el 60.9 17 
Rajasthan 9162 63685 8569 8322 9 
Tamil Nadu* 76.0 7207 8.4 63.0 17 
Uttar Pradesh 90.8 58.4 8661 3307 

West Bengal 7982 74.7 701 6526 17 
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* Assumed to romain around levels attained by Sri Lanka 


+ Second degree turve has boen used for projection. : ; 
The change in proportion married between 1971 and 1961 (3.4) 
has been assured to romain constant. 

Statement 5.3 Population Projections for India 


Sources c : 
1901-2001, Registrar General, India. 


